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β-halovinyl aldehydes serve as a valuable building blocks in
organic synthesis. These aldo-x bifunctional building blocks
(AXB3s) contain a alkenic double bond (vinyl) as well as a formyl
group along with a halogen atom (Cl, Br, I) bonded with the β-
carbon atom of vinyl aldehyde. Owing to the presence of these
multiple reactive sites, β-halovinyl aldehydes act as a suitable
precursor for Michael addition, direct addition, addition-elimi-
nation reactions, cross-coupling reactions, condensation reac-
tions, nucleophilic substitution reactions, domino reactions,

MCRs, Diels-Alder reaction, functional group transformation
reactions and enantioselective transformations. Therefore, a
comprehensive review on synthetic exploration of β-halovinyl
aldehydes has been carried out for the generation of reactive
intermediates and diverse bioactive heterocycles by using
various C� C, C� N, C� S and C� O bond forming reactions. In this
review, we have assembled the literature from mid-2007 to Jan
2024.

1. Introduction

Vilsmeier-Haack reaction is an organic reaction that is frequently
used for the formylation of keto methylene compounds as well
as electron rich aromatic moieties by using DMF and POCl3/
PBr3.

[1] Interestingly, Vilsmeier-Haack reaction of keto methylene
compounds result in formylation as well as chlorination leading
to the formation of β-halovinyl aldehydes.[2] These aldehydes
are also known as β-halo acroleins as well as β-halo acrylalde-
hydes belonging to a class of compounds that are of keen
interest to chemists in organic synthesis owing to their versatile
reactivity. These substrates contain an alkenic double bond
(vinyl) as well as a formyl group along with a halogen atom (Cl,
Br, I) bonded with the β-carbon atom of vinyl aldehyde. Owing
to the presence of these multiple reactive sites, β-halovinyl
aldehydes serve as valuable building blocks in organic synthesis
for Michael addition, direct addition, cross-coupling reactions,
condensation reactions, nucleophilic substitution reactions,
Diel-Alder reaction, functional group transformation reactions
and enantioslective transformations.[3] Being α,β-unsaturated
aldehydes, they function as the versatile Michael acceptors and
reacts with different C, N, O, S- nucleophiles like amines,
enolates, thiols, active methylene compounds etc. More appro-
priately, they react through addition-elimination sequence. The
halogen moiety present at the vinylic or benzylic position
readily engages in different cross-coupling reactions such as
Suzuki, Heck, Sonogashira, Stille, and Buchwald-Hartwig which
result in the formation of both carbon-carbon or carbon-
heteroatom bonds as reviewed by Ray group.[4] Furthermore,
the halogen moiety at β-position also readily undergoes
functionalization through nucleophilic substitution reactions
and sometimes its reactivity dominates the formyl functionality
depending on the reaction conditions. It is mentioned that
there is no specific report on the relative reactivity of β-chloro/
bromo/iodo-vinyl aldehydes. However, It has been observed
that base-mediated simple nucleophilic substitution reactions
proceed faster in chloro-vinyl aldehydes than bromo-vinyl
aldehydes. While transition metal catalyzed reactions like

Sonogashira/Heck coupling proceed faster and with better
yields in bromovinyl aldehydes than chlorovinyl aldehydes. As
the multiple reactive sites are present in β-halovinyl aldehydes,
they tend to be attractive substrate for cascade cyclisation
reactions with bifunctional substrates to generate diverse
heterocycles as well as carbocycles. β-halovinyl aldehydes can
undergo asymmetric synthesis, facilitating the formation of
chiral molecules having high stereoselectivity by using appro-
priate chiral catalysts.

β-halovinyl aldehydes are commonly synthesized by using
Vilsmeier-Haack reagent (POCl3 +DMF) since its discovery in
1927.[5] Arnold and Zemlicka were the first to carry out the
reaction of keto methylene compound with POCl3 +DMF in
1958 to get β-chlorovinyl aldehydes whereas the bromo
analogues of Vilsmeier-Haack reaction were reported in 1961.[6]

Over the past years, β-halovinyl aldehydes have attracted much
attention of researchers owing to their ability to deliver
pharmacologically potential scaffolds with antimicrobial, anti-
malarial, anti-fungal, anti-inflammatory, antimycotic, antiviral
and analgesic activities. β-halovinyl (mainly chloro- or bromo-
vinyl) aldehydes are most commonly employed to synthesize
various mono-, bi-, poly-cyclic and spiro heterocycles which
play an important role in medicinal chemistry, biochemistry,
and material science. Pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals are
the main applications of the heterocyclic compounds afforded
from β-halovinyl aldehydes.[7]

2. Mechanism and Synthesis of β-halovinyl
Aldehydes

β-halovinyl aldehydes are of keen interest to organic chemists
due to the presence of multiple reactive sites; therefore, a few
previous reports have appeared in literature to fuel up the
exploration of these building blocks.[4,8] Accordingly, in this
review, we have assembled literature on synthetic utility of
acyclic β-halovinyl aldehydes from mid 2007 to mid 2024.[8]

Synthesis of various kinds of β-halovinyl aldehydes has been
summarized in Table 1. Arnold et al. (1958) succeeded to carry
out the reaction of keto methylene compounds with DMF and
POCl3 for the first time and the following mechanism has been
proposed for the formation of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 as
depicted in Figure 1. It was proposed that DMF reacts with the
POCl3 to form chloro iminium salt (1, N-(chloromethylene)-N-
methylmethanaminium) known as the “Vilsmeier reagent”. Then
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electron rich methylene ketone 2 attacks the chroro iminium
ion 1 resulting in the formation of enamine intermediate 3
which further undergoes delocalization of electrons and reacts
with 2nd equivalents of chroro iminium ion 1 to furnish the
intermediate 4. The intermediate 4 upon nucleophilic attack by
in situ generated chloride ion results in formation of 5 which
upon hydrolysis generates the β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6.

2.1 Mechanism for the Formation of β-bromovinyl Aldehydes

Furthermore, Arnold and Holy (1961) generated the bromo
analogue of Vilsmeier-Haack reaction and the proposed mech-
anism has been depicted in Figure 2.

By using these procedures, a variety of β-halovinyl alde-
hydes have been synthesized with alkyl, aryl as well as
heteroaryl substituents. Importantly, some of the β-halovinyl
aldehydes contain an important heterocyclic pharmacophore
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Figure 1. Mechanism for the formation of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes.
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Table 1. Summary of synthesis of various β-halovinyl aldehydes.

Sr. No. Reaction conditions Reference

1. [9]

2. [10]

3. [11]

4. [12]

5. [13]

6. [14]

7. [15]

8. [16]

9. [17]

10. [18]

11. [19]
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Table 1. continued

Sr. No. Reaction conditions Reference

12. [20]

13. [21]

14. [20]

15. [20]

16. [22]

17. [23]

18. [23]

19. [24]

20. [25]

21. [26]
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Table 1. continued

Sr. No. Reaction conditions Reference

22. [27]

23. [27]

24. [28]

25. [29]

26. [30]

27. [31]

28. [32]

29. [33]

30. [34]
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such as coumarin, imidazole, pyrrole, pyridine, pyrimidine,
indole, benzofuran, oxazole, quinoline, benzoazepine, benzo-
thiazine, imdazopyridine etc. as summarized in Table 1.

2.2. Overview of the Heterocycles Synthesized Till Mid-2007

Since the discovery of β-halovinyl aldehydes, many research
groups have carried out different reactions on β-halovinyl
aldehydes and prepared different biologically active com-
pounds. An overview of the different heterocycles generated
from β-halovinyl aldehydes upto 2007 are depicted in Fig-
ure 3.[39]

Table 1. continued

Sr. No. Reaction conditions Reference

31. [35]

32. [36]

33. [32]

34. [37]

35. [38]

Figure 2. Mechanism for the formation of β-bromovinyl aldehydes.
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3. Reactions and Functionalisation of
β-halovinyl Aldehydes

The functionalisation of β-halovinyl aldehydes have been
achieved through various chemoselective reactions at halogen
and/or fomryl group. While in some cases, substitution as well
as condensation or addition reactions take place simultaneously
at halogen and fomyl group while some multifunctional
substrates trigger cascade reaction leading to aromatic hetero-
cycles. In addition to this, some functional group transforma-
tions reactions have also been reported with β-halovinyl
aldehydes to convert them into other reactive building blocks.

3.1. Pd-catalysed Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes
Through Reaction at Halogen Atom

Sarkar group carried out the functionalisation of β-halovinyl
aldehydes and developed a general methodology for the
synthesis of β-(2-furyl)-acroleins 79 via Suzuki coupling of furan-
2-boronic acids 78 with β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11
(Scheme 1).[40]

Singha et al. transformed β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 into β-
bromovinyl carboxylic acids 80 and succeeded to develop an
efficient protocol for 1,3-diynes 81 which is another versatile

building block in organic synthesis.[41] Under Pd-catalyzed
conditions, β-bromovinyl carboxylic acids 80 decomposed like
2-diazoniumbenzoic acid to generate the benzyne like inter-
mediates. First a terminal alkyne 17 was generated via the Pd-
catalyzed decomposition of β-bromovinyl carboxylic acid 80.
Furthermore, terminal alkynes underwent dimerisation to
furnish the 1,3-diynes 81 under the influence of palladium
catalyst (Scheme 2). A probable mechanism for the formation of
1,3-diynes 81 has been depicted in Scheme 3.

Mathur and co-workers developed a selenated NHC� Pd(II)
full pincer complex catalyst 86 and carried out the Suzuki-
Miyaura coupling between (2-formyl-1-chlorovinyl)ferrocenes
84 and aryl-boronic acids 85 using this Pd-catalyst.[42] Interest-
ing, Suzuki-Miyaura coupling took place in water under normal
atmospheric conditions to furnish the functionalized ferrocene
derivatives 87 (Scheme 4). Some interesting facts came into
notice after the Solvatochromic studies of synthesized ferrocene
derivatives. An increase of the absorbance with decrease in
amount of water and DMSO was recorded after aggregation
studies. A mechanistic path for the Suzuki-Miyaura coupling is
shown in Scheme 5.

Joshi group recently demonstrated another catalytic appli-
cation of this NHC� Pd(II) full pincer complex catalyst 86 and
developed an efficient route for the synthesis of ferrocenated
enynes 91 by reaction of ferrocene substituted β-chloro
acrylaldehydes 84 with terminal alkynes 17 via Sonogashira
cross-coupling reaction under copper-free and aerobic con-
ditions (Scheme 6).[43] They examined that 0.002 mol % of

Figure 3. An overview of the different heterocycles generated from β-
halovinyl aldehydes upto 2007.

Scheme 1. Pd-catalyzed Suzuki coupling for the synthesis of β-(2-furyl)-
acroleins.

Scheme 2. Pd-catalyzed synthesis of 1,3-diynes.

Scheme 3. Mechanistic cycle for the formation of 1,3-diynes.

Scheme 4. Synthesis of ferrocenated enyens via Suzuki-Miyaura coupling
reaction.

Wiley VCH Dienstag, 04.02.2025

2506 / 389431 [S. 9/47] 1

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2025, 28, e202401058 (8 of 46) © 2024 Wiley-VCH GmbH

Review
doi.org/10.1002/ejoc.202401058

 10990690, 2025, 6, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://chem

istry-europe.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/ejoc.202401058 by C
entral U

niversity O
f H

aryana, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [15/01/2026]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense



catalyst was more than enough for the coupling reaction under
the areobic conditions within 5 hours and synthesized a library
of 15 ferrocene substituted enynes 91 using this strategy. They
also investigated the electrochemical responses of the gener-
ated products 91.

In an extension to their previous findings, this group also
established a method to synthesize new ferrocenylated con-
jugated diene derivatives 93 by reacting (2-formyl-1-chlorovin-
yl) ferrocenes 84 with vinyl arenes and acrylates 92 via Heck
reaction under solvent free conditions using selanated NHC� Pd-
(II) full pincer complex as a catalyst 86 (Scheme 7).[44] It was
found that this complex was extremely effective and highly
stable at high temperature and executed the Heck coupling
within 3 hours under inert and solvent-free conditions. It was

found that the catalyst 86 was equally efficient for the Heck
coupling of β-chloro acrylaldehydes 6. Furthermore, it was
noticed that the reaction exhibited high tolerance for almost all
functional groups and delivered remarkable results with all
variants of styrene and acrylates (Scheme 8).

3.2. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through
Nucleophilic Substitution Reaction at Halogen

It has been observed that β-halovinyl aldehydes preferably
undergoes nucleophilic substitution reaction at halogen with
various oxa- and aza- nucleophiles instead of condensation
with formyl group. It is anticipated that nucleophilic substitu-
tion reaction occurs via addition elimination mechanism as β-
halovinyl aldehydes act as excellent Michael acceptor favouring
1,4-addition while being benzylic carbon it finally leads to
elimination of β-halogen resulting in overall preferred nucleo-
philic substitution reaction in β-halovinyl aldehydes. In this
respect, Katzenellenbogen group carried out the functionaliza-
tion of cyclic β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 27 via nucleophilic
substitution reaction with oxa-nucleophiles; alkoxides and
phenoxides resulting in formation of β-functionalised vinyl
aldehydes 98–99 (Scheme 9).[45] These precursors were further
utilized for the synthesis of a series of guanylhydrazones that

Scheme 5. Probable reaction mechanism for Suzuki-Miyaura coupling of (2-
formyl-1-chlorovinyl)ferrocenes.

Scheme 6. Synthesis of ferrocenated enynes via Sonogashira cross coupling
reaction.

Scheme 7. Synthesis of conjugated dienes via Heck coupling.

Scheme 8. Plausible mechanism for Heck reaction.

Scheme 9. Functionalisation of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes with oxa-nucleo-
philes.
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were designed to block estrogen receptor (ER) activity. It was
also found that reaction with organolithium reagent (MeLi)
resulted in 1,2-addition reaction and succesive oxidation of
alcohol 100 yielded the β-chlorovinyl ketone 101.

Xiaoyan group developed a novel one-pot strategy to
synthesize β-mercapto acrylaldehydes and 2-mercaptocyclohex-
1-ene carboxaldehydes 105 using β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6, 11
as the precursors. Reaction proceeded via the protection of
formyl group followed by in situ generation of Grignard reagent
103 and then reacting with elemental sulfur to yield the acetal
derivatives 104 and successive demasking of acetal with HCl
afforded the β-mercaptoacrylaldehydes 105 in excellent yields
(Scheme 10).[46]

Junjappa and co-workers found that dimethyldithiocarbon-
ate (DDC) and 30% aq. KOH may be used as a great source of
methylthiolate anion and made use of this reagent to develop
an efficient methodology for the synthesis of novel β-aryl-β-
(methylthio)acrylaldehydes 106 using 1,3-dielectrophilic syn-
thons, β-chloroacrylaldehydes 6, 27 (Scheme 11)[47] It was
revealed that the synthesis can take place via a one-pot strategy
or can be carried out in two steps.

Controlling the Z/E stereoselectivity in multi substituted
monofluoroalkene products in one-pot strategy still remained
as a challenging task. Keeping this problem in view, Gong and

co-workers realised a remarkable one-pot regio- and stereo-
selective strategy for preparing functionalized (Z)-β-monofluoro
tri-substituted alkene derivatives 107–108 by using easily
accessible β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 (Scheme 12).[48] It was
proposed that KHF2-assisted dehydrochlorination of β-chloro-
vinyl aldehydes 6 produced alkynyl aldehydes 18 as intermedi-
ate, which then resulted in trans-hydrofluorination (Scheme 13).
It was found that fluorinating reagent having desirable basic
and nucleophilic character played a vital role for enhancing the
selctive generation of (Z)-β-fluoro-β-aryl tri-substituted mono-
fluoroalkene derivatives.

3.3. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through
Reaction at Formyl Group

Previous findings have revealed that reaction at formyl group in
β-halovinyl aldehydes is favoured under acidic conditions in
presence of Lewis or Bronsted acid. The nucleophilicity of
reagent as well as neutral and mild basic conditions were also
found to favor the reaction at formyl group. In this direction, an
effective method for carrying out extremely chemo- and
enantio-selective nitro-aldol reaction (Henry reaction) to yield
chiral functionalized allylic alcohols 112 (up to 94% yield and
99% ee) having halogen as well as nitro groups was generated
by Gong group by reacting β-halovinyl aldehydes 27 with
nitomethane under mild conditions in presence of L-proline
based ligand 111 and Cu(II)catalyst (Scheme 14).[49]

Knochel and co-workers succeeded to carry out the direct
insertion of Zn/Mg into β-halovinyl aldehydes 11, 27 in
presence of LiCl to prepare the cyclic and acyclic alkenylzinc
reagents 113 having diverse functionalities like aldehyde,
ketone, esters etc (Scheme 15). These alkenylzinc reagents 113
were found to suitable reactive intermediate to execute the
Negishi cross-coupling, acylation, and allylation reactions and
provided the poly-functional compounds and aza-heterocycles
115–117 in very good yields.[50]

Scheme 10. Synthesis of β-mercaptoacrylaldehydes.

Scheme 11. Synthesis of β-(methylthio)acroleins.

Scheme 12. Synthesis of (Z)-β-monofluoro tri-substituted alkenes.

Scheme 13. Proposed mechanism for the formation of (Z)-β-monofluoro tri-
substituted alkenes.

Scheme 14. Synthesis of chiral nitro allylic alcohols via Henry reaction.
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α-hydroxyphosphonates 118 were prepared by Baccari and
co-workers by reacting β-halovinyl aldehydes 6 and trialkyl
phosphates under solvent free conditions at room temperature
in the presence of chlorotrimethylsilane in 75–91% yields. α-
hydroxyphosphonates 118 further reacted with acetic anhy-
dride in DBU to furnish the new α-acetoxyphosphonates 119
(Scheme 16)[51] as a mixture of E and Z isomers of phospho-
nates.

Narumi and co-workers developed a NHC based catalyst
122 which upon reaction with α,β-unsaturated aldehydes 120
and aryl aldehyde 121 afforded the γ-butyrolactones
(Scheme 17). Surprisingly, this imidazolylidene catalysts yielded

the isolable IMes-α,β-enal adduct 124 upon similar reaction
with β-halovinyl aldehydes 6.[52]

Yao group discovered a one-pot strategy to synthesize α-
bromo enaminones 126–127 via reaction of β-bromovinyl
aldehydes 11 with anilines 125 (Scheme 18). Interestingly, p-
TsOH.H2O catalyzed reaction of β-halovinyl aldehydes 11 with
anilines 125 in DMSO followed two different routes and did not
demand any external brominating agent. By making use of
aniline with a sterically hindered electron accepting group
present at the o-position, the chemoselective 1,2-addition was
favoured. While the reactions with other anilines as the
nucleophiles produced the 1,4-addition product in minor or
poor yields. β-halovinyl aldehydes demonstrated a distinct
range of reactivity with various kind of anilines as represented
in Scheme 19.[53]

Slimi and co-workers reported a one-pot strategy for the
synthesis of novel γ-chloro-γ,β-allylic carbamates 135 by using
β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 27 as a template. The carbamates 135
were prepared from their respective intermediates, the γ-
chloro-γ,β-allylic alcohols 134, which were isolable and in situ
generated via reduction of 27 with NaBH4 (Scheme 20).[54] The
structures of two of the allylic carbamates, were confirmed with
the help of single-crystal X-ray diffraction.

Tang group investigated a C3 and C1 coupling approach
between vinyl 1,3-dithianes 77 and alkynylsilane derivatives
136 to generate the conjugated dienes 137 in good to excellent
yields (Scheme 21).[55] A diverse range of substituted (E)-1,3-
dienes were obtained stereo-selectively using this method
through regio-selective dual 1,3-sulfur migration process. It was

Scheme 15. Synthesis of alkenylzinc reagents and cross-coupling reactions.

Scheme 16. Synthesis of α-hydroxyphosphonates and α-acetoxyphospho-
nates.

Scheme 17. Isolation of IMes-α,β-enal adduct.

Scheme 18. p-TsOH.H2O catalyzed synthesis of α-functionalized enaminones.

Scheme 19. Mechanism for the formation of α-functionalized enaminones.

Scheme 20. Synthesis of γ-chloro-γ,β-allylic carbamates via one-pot strategy.
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found that reaction proceeded through dual 1,3-sulfur rear-
rangement (Scheme 22).

3.3.1. Synthesis of Imines Derivatives

Katzenellenbogen and co-workers observed that acidic con-
ditions favoured the condensation reaction over substitution
reaction (see Scheme 9). The reaction of β-chloro acroleins 17
with aminoguanidine.HCl yielded a series of guanylhydrazones
142 (Scheme 23).[45] These guanylhydrazones were designed to
block estrogen receptor (ER) activity and some of the
hydrazones exhibited IC50 values in the low micromolar range.

Schmidt and co-workers succeeded to synthesize α,β-
unsaturated β-chloro-imines 143 via Schiff-base condensation.
Conversion of imines into α,β-unsaturated 3-iminophosphine
takes place by metal-catalyzed phosphorus-carbon cross-cou-
pling through an addition–elimination sequence (Scheme 24).[56]

These resulting phosphine derivatives were identified as E or Z

diastereomers alongside successfully isolating primarily single
diastereomers for all the 15 new phosphine derivatives 144. The
X-ray single crystal analysis of α,β-unsaturated 3-iminophos-
phine proved their structures.

Hamzi group carried out the condensation of tert-butylphe-
noxyhydrazide 145 with β-chlorovinyl aldehydes/cinnamalde-
hydes 6 to furnish new acylhydrazones 146 (Scheme 25).[57]

NMR data revealed that cis/trans-amide conformers were
formed because of N� C(O) bond rotation along with E/Z
isomers about the C=C bond of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes. The
effects of solvent polarity on the ratio of the cis/trans-amide
rotamers was also inspected.

Sroor and co-workers synthesized a series of new thiosemi-
carbazone derivatives 149 as HCV 4WTG polymerase inhibitors.
Thiosemicarbazones 149 were prepared using two different
methods, first by reaction of different thiosemicarbazides 147
with β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 and the other by one-pot three
component strategy under solvet free conditions using ZnCl2/
SiO2 as a catalyst (Scheme 26).[58] Mechanistic pathway for this
reaction is shown in Scheme 27. It was realised that mild acidic
and mild basic conditions were responsible for the preferred

Scheme 21. Synthesis of highly substituted 1,3-dienes.

Scheme 22. Dual 1,3-sulfur rearrangement for the synthesis of highly
substituted 1,3-dienes.

Scheme 23. AcOH assisted synthesis of guanylhydrazones.

Scheme 24. Synthesis of α,β-unsaturated 3-iminophosphines.

Scheme 25. Synthesis of N-acylhydrazones.

Scheme 26. Synthesis of thiosemicarbazones.

Scheme 27. ZnCl2/SiO2 catalysed one-pot synthesis of thiosemicarbazone
derivatives.
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condensation reaction with formyl group instead of nucleophilc
substitution reaction at β-halogen of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6.

3.3.2. Synthesis of Chalcones

Bandgar group carried out the Claisen–Schmidt condensation
of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 with diversely substituted aryl
ketones 2 which resulted in formation of densely conjugated
chalcones 153 (Scheme 28).[59] These compounds exhibited
antimicrobial, anticancer as well as anti-inflammatory activities
(against TNF-α and IL-6). CCK-8 cell lines were used to check out
the cytotoxicity of synthesized compounds and they were
found to be slightly toxic at 10 μM concentration.

3.4. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through
Reaction at Halogen as well as Formyl Group

Fukuyama group recorded the redox transformation of β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 to corresponding carboxylic acid
derivatives 154 via reaction with various nucleophiles in
presence of TMSCN and DBU (Scheme 29).[60] A selective switch
to the stereochemistry of acyl group in the product was also
noticed because of the temperature-dependent control of
kinetic or thermodynamic protonation patterns.

Slimi and co-workers demonstrated an appropriate method
to synthesize a library of β-fluoroalkoxyvinyl aldehyde deriva-
tives 155 and their corresponding alcohols 156 using β-chloro
acrylaldehydes 6, 27 through etherification and carbonyl group
reduction reactions as depicted in Scheme 30.[61] DFT methods
were used to study mechanistic pathway of nucleophilic vinylic
substitution reaction of the β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6. The
presence of a hidden intermediate came into notice upon IRC
analysis in accordance with a one kinetic step two-stage
process. Small energy gap was found responsible for the
isomerization of intermediate Z-3-chloro-3-phenylacrolein 156
into hidden intermediate E-3- chloro-3-phenylacrolein 156.

Recently, our group developed a transition metal-free,
highly efficient and straightforward one-pot strategy to synthe-
size propynenitriles 158 from β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6. It was
revealed that that the reaction proceeds through 3-chloropro-
penenitrile derivatives 157 which upon NaOH-promoted dehy-
drohalogenation furnished the propynenitriles 158 in 32–92%
yields (Scheme 31).[62a] In another study, we transformed the 3-
chloropropenenitriles 157 into β-ketonitriles 159 using mild
reaction conditions (Scheme 31).[62b] This was found to be one
of the most economic and environmental-friendly approach for
synthesizing β-ketonitriles 159. It was found that the reaction
proceeded through iodine-assisted oxidative amination fol-
lowed by base-promoted dehydrohalogenation and hydration
of triple bond as depicted in Scheme 32.

Ma group explored the unique reactivity of NHC catalyst
166 and developed a facile and effective route for the synthesis
of three types of imides including N-sulfonylcarboxamides 167,
N-sulfinylcarboxamides, and dicarboxyimides in moderate to
good yields via direct oxidative N-acylation of primary amides

Scheme 28. Synthesis of β-chlorovinyl chalcones.

Scheme 29. TMSCN and DBU assisted redox transformation of β-chloroacro-
lein.

Scheme 30. Formation of β-fluoroalkoxy-acrylaldehyde and β-fluoroalkoxyall-
yl alcohols.

Scheme 31. Synthesis of propynenitriles and β-ketonitriles.

Scheme 32. Proposed reaction mechanism for the transformation of 3-
chloropropenenitriles into propynenitriles and β-ketonitriles.
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with β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 in presence of inorganic base
and NHC catalyst 166 using DPQ as an oxidant (Scheme 33).[63]

Srivastava group investigated the protection of formyl
functionality in β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6, 84 with 1,2- and 1,3-
diols 168 using p-TSA as a catalyst; however, β-ketoacetals 169
were obtained in moderate to excellent yields (Scheme 34).[64] It
was realised that reaction proceeded through the formation of
β-chloroacetals 170 followed by dechlorination and addition of
H2O resulted in the formation of β-ketoacetals 169. Remarkable
transformation was achieved with electron releasing substitu-
ents attached at para-position of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6, 84.
The selective generation of β-keto-1,3-acetal was also achieved
with a mixture of 1,2- and 1,3- diols (Scheme 35). During this
study, a very rare and unfamiliar multitasking property of p-TSA
was observed.

Mathur group transformed (2-formyl-1-
chlorovinyl)ferrocenes 84 into corresponding chloropropene
nitrile derivatives 173 and investigated the Suzuki-Miyaura
coupling with aryl-boronic acid 85 using selenated NHC� Pd(II)
full pincer complex 86 as the catalytic system (Scheme 36).[42]

Some interesting results were obtained during Solvatochromic
studies of the ferrocene derivatives.

This group also synthesized ferrocenated enynes 91 using
selenated NHC� Pd(II) full pincer complex 86 via Sonogashira
cross-coupling reaction under copper-free and aerobic con-
ditions (Scheme 36). They examined that 0.002 mol% of cata-

Scheme 33. Synthesis of N-sulfonylcarboxamides via direct oxidative N-
acylation reaction.

Scheme 34. p-TSA catalyzed synthesis of β-ketoacetals.

Scheme 35. Mechanism for the formation of β-ketoacetals.

Scheme 36. Synthesis of 3-chloro-3-ferrocenylacrylonitrile and (3-chloro-3-ferrocenylallylidene)malononitrile.
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lyst, selenated NHC� Pd(II) pincer complex 86 was more than
enough for the coupling reaction under the areobic conditions
within 5 hours and synthesized a library of 26 ferrocene
substituted enynes 91 using this strategy. They also inves-
tigated the electrochemical responses of the generated
products.[43]

1,3-Dienes are popular substrates in many different bio-
logically active compounds and interesting building block in
synthetic chemistry. In this report, Tanga group, furnished 1,3-
dithianyl substituted diene derivatives 179 via Lewis acids
promoted dual 1,3-sulfur rearrangements (Scheme 37).[65] Using
this strategy, tri- and tetra-substituted 1,3-dienes were synthe-
sized with excellent stereoselectivity (Scheme 38).

Asymmetric propargylic substitution reactions in asymmet-
ric yne-allylic substitution has still remained as a challenging
task. Lin group were the first who explored Cu-catalyzed remote
enantioselective sulfonylation reaction of yne-allylic esters 185
with sodium sulfinates 186 (Scheme 39).[66] This reaction
proceeded through a copper-vinylvinylidene intermediate as
presented in Scheme 40. This strategy exhibited stereo-, regio-,
and enantio- selectivity along with easily accessible starting
materials, easy to perform reaction conditions and vast
substrate scope (70 examples).

4. Synthesis of Heterocycles

4.1. Synthesis of Three-membered Heterocycles

4.1.1. Synthesis of Azetidines

Swamy and co-workers carried out the transition metal-free
reaction of N-oxiranylmethyl benzenesulfonamides 193 with β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 in presence of NaI/K2CO3 to produce
the functionalized azetidines 194 (Scheme 41).[67] It was proved
that enamide (X-ray evidence) was formed as an intermediate
during the ring expansion reaction between N-oxiranylmethyl
benzenesulfonamide and β-chlorovinyl aldehydes (Scheme 42).

Scheme 37. Synthesis of 1,3-dithianyl substituted conjugated dienes.

Scheme 38. Proposed reaction mechanism for the formation of conjugated
dienes.

Scheme 39. Cu-catalyzed synthesis of enantiomerically enriched chiral yne-
allyl sulfone derivatives.

Scheme 40. Probable reaction mechanism.

Scheme 41. Formation of functionalized azetidines.

Scheme 42. Proposed reaction mechanism for the formation of functional-
ized azetidines.
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4.2. Synthesis of Five-membered Heterocycles

4.2.1. Synthesis of Furan Derivatives

Ray group developed a one-pot strategy to produce fused
furans 201 via Cu-catalyzed reaction of o-alkynyl aldehydes 199
with water (Schemes 43–45).[68] While a simiar reaction incolving
addition of water as well as oxidation followed an unexpected
cyclization process to yield the naphthofuran rings 200
(Scheme 45). Probable mechanism of the formation of furan
and naphthofuran ring is shown in Schemes 44 and 45,
respectively.

Slimi et al. performed the Vilsmeier-Haack reaction of alkyl
pyruvates 22 in order to synthesize multifunctional ester
containing β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 23. This reaction was found
to be highly stereoselective in nature and led to the formation
of a 95 :5 mixture of Z and E stereoisomers of β-chlorovinyl
aldehydes. Interestingly, heating the 2-chloro-3-formylacrylate

derivatives 23 in THF resulted into cyclic lactones, 3-chloro-5-
alkoxy-2(5H)-dihydrofuran-2-one derivatives 213 (Scheme 46).[69]

Cossy and co-workers carried out the tandem Suzuki-
Miyaura coupling/acid-catalyzed cyclization to synthesize poly-
substituted 2-(ω-hydroxyalkyl) furan derivatives 215 from sub-
stituted 3-haloallylic alcohols 134 and dihydropyran-, dihydro-
furan-, or glycal-derived pinacol boronate derivatives 214
(Scheme 47).[70] Mechanistic pathway is depicted in Scheme 48.

Swamy and his fellow researchers developed a facile K3PO4-
promoted route to generate trisubstituted furan derivatives 226
via addition of phosphites (H-phosphonate) 225 to o-alkynylal-
dehydes (enynals) 224 via a one-pot subsequential strategy
through 5-exo-dig cyclization of the intermediates phosphono-
alkynols 227 (Schemes 49 and 50).[71]

A facile approach to pyridine tethered furan derivatives 231
was delivered by Boruaha group via one-pot reaction of β-
bromo-acraldehydes 11 with 2-alkynylpyridines 230 in 55–65%
yields. On modifying the reaction conditions to semi-aqueous,

Scheme 43. Cu-catalyzed synthesis of substituted furan and naphthofuran
ring.

Scheme 44. Proposed mechanism for the formation of furan ring.

Scheme 45. Proposed mechanism for the formation of naphthofuran ring.

Scheme 46. Preparation of 3-chloro-5-alkoxy-2(5H)-dihydrofuran-2-one deriv-
atives.

Scheme 47. Synthesis of furans via Suzuki-Miyaura coupling.

Scheme 48. Synthesis of furans via Suzuki-Miyaura.
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an effective route to 2-picolinoylpyrrole derivatives 232 was
discovered (Scheme 51).[72]

Swamy and co-workers also prepared 2,3-dihydrofurans 233
by carrying out a transition metal-free reaction between β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 with N-oxiranylmethyl benzenesulfona-

mides 193 using NaI/K2CO3 (Scheme 52) via a ring expansion
reaction sequence as depicted in Scheme 53.[67]

Heterophanes are important component in various natural
compounds and drug molecules. Zhu and co-workers devel-
oped an interesting approach for the synthesis of [2,5]-
furanophanes 237 having various ring types and ring sizes
(Scheme 54). In this approach, furan-free precursors were used
and reaction occured via intramolecular carbene-mediated
alkynyl migration and tandem cyclization process
(Scheme 55).[73] Additionally, through the oxidative coupling of
products so obtained a series of tetrafuran derivatives 238 can
be produced.

Zhu and co-workers prepared a library of well-defined poly-
arylfunctionalized α-oligofuran derivatives 247–248, where aryl
groups were precisely introduced into each furan units via de
novo synthesis of α-bi(arylfuran) monomers 246 (Scheme 56).[74]

Pre-installation of the necessary aryl groups in starting materials
minimized the installation of laborious substituent in later
stage. The synthesized α-oligo(arylfuran)s showed good ca-
pacity for hole transport and usage in organic light-emitting

Scheme 49. Formation of trisubstituted phosphono-furan via 5-exo-dig
cyclization.

Scheme 50. Proposed mechanism for the synthesis of phosphono-furans.

Scheme 51. Pd-catalysed synthesis of substituted furans.

Scheme 52. Synthesis of 2,3-dihydrofurans.

Scheme 53. Proposed mechanism for synthesizing 2,3-dihydrofurans.

Scheme 54. Synthesis of [2,5]-furanophane derivatives.

Scheme 55. Proposed reaction mechanism.
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diodes as hole-transporting layers, which indicated the signifi-
cant application of α-oligofurans materials in OLEDs as p-type
organic semiconductors.

Andrés and co-workers synthesized a series of chiral
spiropyrazolone-butenolide derivatives 251 via NHC-catalyzed
[3+2]-asymmetric annulation of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11
with 1H-pyrazol-4,5-diones 249 (Scheme 57)[75] in excellent
yields (up to 88%) with high enantioselectivities (up to 97 :3 er).
The mechanism for the reaction has been showed in
Scheme 58.

4.2.2. Synthesis of Pyrrole Derivatives

Gupton et al. demonstrated a method for synthesizing (Z)-5-
benzylidene-4-arylpyrrol-2(5H)-one derivatives 259 starting
from (Z)-3-aryl-3-haloenoic acids 256 which were in turn
obtained from the corresponding (Z) β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6.
The conversion of (Z)-3-aryl-3-haloenoic acids 256 into (Z)-5-
benzylidene-4-aryl-5H-furan-2-one derivatives 257 was assisted
by Pd-catalyst during Sonogashira coupling. The furanone
derivatives so formed were eventually treated with primary
amines and then undergo dehydration under microwave to
furnish the (Z)-5-benzylidene-4-arylpyrrol-2(5H)-one derivatives
259 (Scheme 59).[76]

Nandi and Ray reported a copper(I)-catalysed facile and
effective approach for the synthesis of pyrroles 261 and
isoindole derivatives. This strategy was found applicable to the
synthesis of some quinone bearing annealed N-heterocyclic
natural compounds (Scheme 60).[77]

Ohe group explored a facile and advanced one-pot multi-
component strategy for synthesizing hetero-α,α’-dimers of
heterocycles 263 through Sonogashira coupling and double
cyclization cascade including imine formation using Pd and Cu
in catalytic amounts (Scheme 61).[78] This reaction proceeded in
a cascade manner under milder conditions, giving a synthetic
tool for the assembly of π-conjugated system with a combina-
tion of palladium-catalyzed post-direct C� H bond arylations
(Scheme 62).

Scheme 56. Synthesis of tetrafurans and sexifurans.

Scheme 57. NHC-catalyzed synthesis of spirocyclic pyrazolin-5-one deriva-
tives.

Scheme 58. Reaction mechanism for the formation of spirocyclic pyrazolin-5-
ones.

Scheme 59. Synthesis of (Z)-5-benzylidene pyrrol-2(5H)-one derivatives.

Scheme 60. Copper-catalyzed synthesis of substituted pyrroles.

Scheme 61. Pd and Cu-catalyzed synthesis of 2-(2’-furyl)pyrroles via three-
component coupling reactions.
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Boruaha group also reported a facile methodology for the
synthesis of alkylated pyridine-substituted pyrrole derivatives
266 via one-pot multi-component reaction of β-bromovinyl
aldehydes 11 with primary amines 125 and 2-alkynylpyridines
230 in 46–85% yields. On modifying the reaction conditions to
semiaqueous, it provided 2-picolinoylpyrrole derivatives 267
(Scheme 63).[72] A probable mechanism for the synthesis of
pyrrole derivatives 266–267 is shown in Scheme 64.

Hui group accomplished the synthesis of spiro[indoline-3,2’-
pyrrole] derivatives 274 having quaternary chiral center via the
asymmetric formal [3+2] annulation reaction of isatin N-Boc

ketimine derivatives 273 with β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 under
NHC catalysis 250 with excellent enantioselectivities (up to 99%
ee) (Scheme 65).[79] The possible mechanism the synthesis of
spiro[indoline-3,2’-pyrrole] derivatives 274 is depicted in
Scheme 66.

By using either thermally induced spontaneous or 4-
(dimethylamino)pyridine-catalyzed O!O or O!N acyl group
migration, Lee and co-workers succeeded to carry out intra-
molecular carboxyamidations of alkyne-tethered O-acylhydrox-
amates 279. The carboxyamidation products 280 were readily
obtained from both Z-alkene and arene-tethered substrates 279
in high yields under iron-catalyzed conditions (Scheme 67).[80]

The DFT calculations revealed that this iron-catalyzed carbox-
yamidation proceeded through a stepwise mechanism which
involved iron-imidyl radical cyclization proceeded further by
intramolecular acyloxy transfer from iron center to the alkenyl
radical center to generate the cis-carboxyamidation products
280.

Scheme 62. Proposed reaction mechanism.

Scheme 63. Synthesis of pyridine substituted pyrroles via one-pot multi-
component strategy.

Scheme 64. Probable mechanism for synthesizing substituted pyrroles.

Scheme 65. NHC-catalyzed [3+2] annulations reaction of 3-bromoenals with
isatin ketimines.

Scheme 66. Probable catalytic cycle of the reaction.

Scheme 67. Fe-catalyzed carboxyamidation.
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4.2.3. Synthesis of Pyrazole Derivatives

Ma and co-workers explored the synthetic utility of β-halovinyl
aldehydes 6, 11 for N-heterocyclic carbene 122 and DBU
promoted reactions with azodicarboxylates 281 and β,γ-unsatu-
rated α-keto esters 283 for the synthesis of pyrazolones 282
and butenolides 284 (Scheme 68).[81] A probable mechanism for
carrying out the mentioned reaction is presented in Scheme 69.

4.2.4. Synthesis of Thiophene/Selenophene Derivatives

Kirsch group transformed β-halovinyl aldehydes 6 into β-
halovinyl nitriles 157 and reacted with sodium selenide in
presence of suitable electrophile to generate the 2-nitroseleno-
phen-3-amines 289 and 3-amino-2-selenophenecarbonitriles
290 and carried out further condensation/Friedlander annula-
tion reaction with cycloalkanones 26 to provide Tacrine
analogues 291 in a single operation. A comparative study

between classical heating and microwave irradiation was also
put forward for the Friedländer condensation (Scheme 70).[82]

In another study, this group demonstrated a one-pot
methodology for the synthesis of new 2-aryl-5-nitrothiophene
derivatives 294 starting from β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6
(Scheme 71).[83] β-chloro-vinyl aldehydes 6 were reacted with
sodium sulfide and bromo nitromethane to furnish the nitro-
thiophene derivatives 292 which upon Heck and Suzuki
coupling furnished the 2-aryl-5-nitrothiophene derivatives 294.

Romagnoli group succeeded to synthesize a series of biaryl
ketones 297 that were analogus to chalcones using β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 and O-ethyl S-(2-oxo-2-(3,4,5-
trimethoxyphenyl)ethyl) carbonodithioate 295 as the precursor,
in which enone system’s double bond was embedded within a
thiophene ring, and they analysed their antiproliferative activity
and hampering of tubulin assembly and colchicine binding to
tubulin (Scheme 72).[84] Interestingly, the synthesized biaryl
ketones 397 inhibited the growth of various cancer cell lines at
nanomolar to low micromolar concentrations. Generally, all
molecules exhibited significant antiproliferative activity and
inhibited tubulin polymerization with an IC50<2 μM. Some of
these molecules caused K562 cells to seize in the G2/M phase
of the cell cycle.

Scheme 68. NHC-catalyzed reactions of β-halovinyl aldehydes with β,γ-
unsaturated α-keto esters and azodicarboxylates.

Scheme 69. Proposed reaction mechanism for the formation of pyrazolones.

Scheme 70. Synthesis of tacrine analogues.

Scheme 71. Synthesis of 2-aryl-5-nitrothiophenes.
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A library of formyl-substituted 5-aryl-2,2’-bithiophene deriv-
atives 307 was reported by Raposo and co-workers through
two different approaches via Vilsmeier–Haack–Arnold reaction
(VHA) or using Suzuki cross-coupling reaction. It was noted that
synthesized compounds 307 were obtained in low yields via
Vilsmeier–Haack–Arnold reaction, through starting with readily
accessible β-chloro-vinyl aldehydes 6 as the precursor
(Scheme 73).[85] Whereas formyl-arylbithiophenes 307 were
obtained in good yields via Suzuki coupling between function-
alized arylboronic acids 85 and 5-bromo-5’-formyl-2,2’-bithio-
phene 308 in a single step (Scheme 74).[85]

In an extension to this study, Raposo group prepared a
library of two dicyanovinyl-substituted molecules; 2-aryl-5-
dicyanovinylthiophene derivatives 301 and 5-aryl-5’-dicyanovin-
yl-2,2’-bithiophene derivatives 302 via Knoevenagel condensa-
tion of 2-aryl-5-formyl-thiophene derivatives 298 and 5-aryl-5’-
formyl-2,2’-bithiophenes 299 with malononitrile as presented in
Schemes 75 and 76.[86]

Ohe group developed a facile strategy for the synthesis of
hetero-α,α’-dimers of heterocycles (2-(5’-thienyl)furans and 2-(5’-
thienyl)-pyrroles) 305 through Sonogashira coupling and
double cyclization cascade including imine formation using Pd
and Cu catalysts. This reaction cascade proceeded under milder
conditions, providing a synthetic tool for the assembly of π-
conjugated system with a combination of palladium-catalyzed
post-direct CH bond arylations (Scheme 77).[78]

Gogoi and co-workers demonstrated a metal-free cascade
methodology for synthesizing unorthodox polycyclic 2-for-
mylthiophene derivatives 307 starting from β-halovinyl alde-
hydes 6, 27 and 1,4-dithiane-2,5-diols 306. A recyclable polymer
supported organic base was employed to prepare polycyclic 2-
formylthiophene derivatives 307 (Scheme 78).[87] This strategy
was found applicable to synthesis of various advanced poly-
cyclic thiophene derivatives consisting of steroidal D-ring
annelated thiophenes 307 in high yields. It was found that
reaction proceeded through addition-elimination reaction fol-
lowed by Knoevenagel condensation (Scheme 79).

Gong and co-workers developed an important synthetic
route for the production of 2-nitrothiophene derivatives 292 via
a tetra-n-butylammonium fluoride-promoted or DIEA-assisted

Scheme 72. Synthesis of thiophene derivatives as anticancer agents.

Scheme 73. Synthesis of formyl-arylbithiophenes via Vilsmeier–Haack–Ar-
nold reactions.

Scheme 74. Synthesis of formyl-arylbithiophenes via Suzuki coupling.

Scheme 75. Preparation of dicyanovinyl-arylthiophene via Knoevenagel
condensation.

Scheme 76. Synthesis of dicyanovinyl-arylbithiophene derivatives.

Scheme 77. Synthesis of 2-(5’-thienyl)furan and 2-(5’-thienyl)-pyrrole via
tandem coupling reactions.

Scheme 78. Synthesis of polycyclic 2-formylthiophenes using a polymer-
supported organic base.
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tandem Henry reaction and nucleophilic substitution reaction
of nitromethane with 3-thiocyanatoacroleins 311, which were
synthesized by the displacement reaction of β-chlorovinyl
aldehydes 6, 27 with potassium thiocyanate 310 under mild
acidic conditions (Scheme 80).[88] A proposed mechanism is
depicted in Scheme 81.

4.2.5. Synthesis of Oxazole and Isoxazole Derivatives

Brahama and Ray developed a facile and easy to perform
methodology for the synthesis of azirine aldehydes 316, 318

starting from β-bromo/chlorovinyl carbaldehydes 6, 11 at
ambient temperature. It was found that different transition
metal catalysts and a diverse range of Lewis acids can be used
to transform 2-formyl-azirine derivatives 316, 318 into oxazole
and isoxazole derivatives (Schemes 82 and 83).[89] Mechanism
for this protocol has been outlined in Scheme 84 where it has
been proposed that in presence of Rh(OAc)4 initial π-complex-
ation of Rh(II) catalyst with the imino nitrogen takes place
which is then followed by the ring opening giving intermediate
322 which furter results in N� O bond formation with the
regeneration of rhodium complex to yield the isoxazole frame-
work 317. On the other hand, the mechanism in presence of
Lewis acid was not clear and it was proposed that coordination
of azirine aldehydic oxygen with Lewis acid results in initiation
of ring transformation reaction to yield a bicyclic intermediate
324 which dissociate to 325 which on further addition of water
followed by dehydration yielded the oxazole framework 328.

Fray et al. carried out the reaction of β-chlorovinyl alde-
hydes 6 with hydrazides 145 intended to prepare novel α,β-
unsaturated-2,5-disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazoles 329 and it was
found that the desired 1,3,4-oxadiazoles 329 can be prepared
via I2-promoted cyclisation of cis/trans-amide hydrazones
(Scheme 85).[90] The in vivo antitumor activity of some com-
pounds was evaluated and were found to be non-toxic for liver
as well as kidney; however, hepato/nephrotoxicity was noticed
in mice treated with a dose of 100 mg/kg.

Wazalwar group also synthesized a series of isoxazole
derivatives 330 and carried out their molecular docking studies
using erlotinib, gemcitabine and ketoconazole as the reference
drugs (Scheme 86).[91] The molecular docking studies of all nine
compounds showed good docking score as compared to
standard drugs. It was then found that 4-OH and 4-F derivatives
showed great affinity for all six CYP450 proteins under study. 4-
F and 3-NO2 derivatives were found to be most appropriate
lead compound for the inhibition of CYP1 A2 followed by 4-OH
derivatives. 4-OH derivatives having significant binding capa-
bility showed encouraging inhibition of CYP1 A2, CYP2 C9,
CYP2 C8, CYP2 C19 and CYP2D6. On carrying out a detailed
crystal structure study it was revealed that five of the
synthesized isoxazole derivatives gave a clear understanding
about the solid-state structural features.

4.2.6. Synthesis of Thiazole Derivatives

To combat the uncontrolled infections of Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis (Mtb) and inflammations caused by the production of
radical species during Mtb infection, Hublikar et al. developed a
library of (E)-2-(2-allylidenehydrazinyl)thiazoles 332 via one-pot
multicomponent assembly of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 with
phenacyl bromides 331 and hydrazinecarbothioamide 147
(Scheme 87).[92] The library of compounds was prepared with a
significant variation in LogP values, and then analyzed their
drug-likeness. The in vitro inhibition potentials were evaluated
against Mtb H37Rv by the microplate Alamar Blue assay. The
radical scavenging properties were also studied in order to
establish the dual-action properties of the molecules.

Scheme 79. Proposed reaction mechanism for synthesizing 2-formylthio-
phenes.

Scheme 80. Synthesis of 2-nitrothiophenes from β-chlorovinyl aldehydes.

Scheme 81. Mechanism for the synthesis of 2-nitrothiophenes from β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes.

Scheme 82. Synthesis of azirine aldehydes.
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Mavrova et al. developed a method for the synthesis of
various 4,5-substituted-1,2,4-triazole-thione derivatives 336, 339

and 2,5-substituted-1,3,4-thiadiazole derivatives 337 and ana-
lyzed their cytotoxic properties (Scheme 88).[93] It was noted
that some of the compounds including 4-ethyl-5-(4,5,6,7-
tetrahydro-1-benzothien-2-yl)-2,4-dihydro-3H-1,2,4-triazole-3-
thiones exhibited high cytotoxicity under in vitro conditions
against thymocytes with IC50 values of 0.46 μM, 5.2×10� 6 μM,
0.012 μM and 1.0×10� 6 μM.

4.2.7. Synthesis of Triazole Derivatives

In order to improve potency and their selectivity as carbonic
anhydrase inhibitors, Sharma goup explored the synthetic
potential of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 and prepared a library of
20 novel 1,2,3-triazole benzenesulfonamide derivatives 340–
342 having different functionalities like nitrile, carbothioamide,
and N’-hydroxycarboximidamide as depicted in Scheme 89.[94] In

Scheme 83. Rearrangement of azirine aldehydes into oxazole and isoxazole derivatives.

Scheme 84. Proposed mechanism for the rearrangement of azirine alde-
hydes into oxazole and isoxazole derivatives.

Scheme 85. Formation of α,β-unsaturated-2,5-disubstituted 1,3,4-oxadiazole
derivatives.

Scheme 86. Synthesis of isoxazole derivatives.

Scheme 87. One-pot synthesis of thiazoles.
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vitro testing of synthesized 1,2,3-triazole derivatives was carried
out as CAIs in resistance to four physiologically and pharmaco-
logically linked isoforms of human carbonic anhydrase (hCA I, II,
IV, and IX). Some compounds exhibited variable inhibition
constants varying from 8.1 nM to 3.22 μM for hCA I, 4.7 nM to
0.50 μM for hCA II, 15.0 nM to 3.7 μM for hCA IV, and 29.6 nM to
0.27 μM for hCA IX.

4.3. Synthesis of Six-membered

4.3.1. Synthesis of Benzene Derivatives

Chi group carried out a NHC 122 catalyzed domino reaction via
a δ-LUMO activation of α,β-γ,δ-diunsaturated enal 343 for the
formal [4+2] formation of differently-substituted arene deriva-
tives 346 and 3-ylidenephthalides 347 (Scheme 90).[95] The
reaction proceeded in a very regio- and chemo- selective
manner through two different catalytic pathways depending
upon the nature of substrate 344.

Slimi and co-workers investigated the Diels-Alder reaction
of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 23 and 25 with conjugated dienes
349 to afford the highly functionalized cyclohexene deivatives
350 (Scheme 91),[96] exhibiting quaternary centers, with good to
excellent yields. Furthermore dehydrochlorination of these
cycloadducts (CAs) 352 and subsequent DBU-assisted aromati-
zation yielded the substituted benzene derivatives 351
(Scheme 92).[96] By using 1D, 2D and hetero nOe NMR
techniques, confirmation of structures of isomers were carried
out based on the NMR chemical shifts and coupling constant

Scheme 88. Synthesis of 1,3,4-thiadiazoles.

Scheme 89. Synthesis of 1,2,3-triazole benzenesulfonamides as carbonic anhydrase inhibitors.

Scheme 90. NHC-catalyzed formation of multi-substituted benzene deriva-
tives via δ-carbon activation.
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values. A possible mechanism for the synthesis of benzene
derivatives is depicted in Scheme 93.

Kundu et al. described a two-component domino strategy
for the synthesis of 2,6-dicyanoaniline derivatives 354 via
reaction of malononitrile 353 with β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 by
using KOH-18-crown-6 in catalytic amount in methanol
(Scheme 94).[97] On carrying out the in-vitro intercalation studies
of 3-amino-9,10-dihydrophenanthrene-2,4-dicarbonitrile deriva-
tives 354 with Calf-Thymus DNA, it came into notice that this
moiety interacted with greater affinity than ethidium bromide
(EtBr). The mechanism for the synthesis of 2,6-dicyanoaniline
derivatives 354 is shown in Scheme 95.

Asao group carried out the CuCl2-assisted reaction of
enynals 224, (ortho-alkynylaldehydes) with teminal alkynes 17
in order to generate a variety of haloaromatic molecules 362
stereoselectivity with moderate to excellent yields. 2,2’-
Binaphthyl skeletons were also prepared easily by the reaction
of ortho-alkynylbenzaldehyde derivatives and diynes
(Scheme 96).[98] The same method was employed to synthesize
poly-substituted tetracenes.

Zhou group revealed a simple and effective procedure for
obtaining polyfunctionalized benzenes and naphthalenes 366
via electrocyclization reaction (Scheme 97).[99] This kind of
reaction has great applicability in organic synthesis because of
the easily accessible starting materials and simple functioning.

Highly functionalized phosphonium salts are not easily
accessible even though they have wide range of utility in
organic synthesis. Keeping an eye on this, Zhoua group
demonstrated a one-pot methodology for synthesizing poly-
substituted vinylbenzene derivatives 369 via a sequence of
propargyl–allenyl isomerizations and electrocyclizations of
phosphonium salts 367. Further Wittig reactions with aromatic
aldehydes led to the formation of stilbene derivatives 369
(Scheme 98).[100] Mechanism for this reaction is depicted in
Scheme 99.

Scheme 91. Diels-Alder synthesis of cyclohexene derivatives.

Scheme 92. Reaction of Danishefsky’s diene with β-chlorovinyl aldehydes to
generate benzene derivatives.

Scheme 93. Probable reaction mechanism.

Scheme 94. Synthesis of dicyanoaniline derivatives from β-chloro-α,β-unsatu-
rated aldehydes.

Scheme 95. Proposed mechanism for the formation of dicyanoaniline
derivatives.

Scheme 96. CuCl2 mediated production of benzene frameworks.

Scheme 97. Synthesis of polyfunctionalized benzenes.

Scheme 98. Synthesis of polysubstituted vinylbenzenes.
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Zhu and colleagues developed an excellent methodology
that was metal-dependent and achieved the synthesis of
multisubstituted cyclohexadiene derivatives 374–375. 1,3-Cyclo-
hexadiene (1,3-CHD) derivatives 374–375 were obtained via
gold/indium catalysed reaction while 4-cyclohexadiene (2,4-
CHD) derivatives 375 were generated upon using Cu(OTf)2 as a
catalyst. When electron-deficient tetra-cyanoethylene was
added, cyclohexadiene was trapped and this one-pot, three-
component reaction affording the bridged product 378. The
furan linked cyclopropanation products 376 could be obtained
during reaction in presence of InCl3 showing the formation of a
carbene intermediate (Scheme 100).[101]

4.3.2. Synthesis of Pyridine and Isoquinoline Derivatives

Cheng and co-workers explored the β-iodovinyl aldehydes and
developed a regioselective nickel-catalyzed reaction of o-
halobenzaldimine derivatives with diverse alkynes 17 for the
synthesis of pyridinium/isoquinolinium salts 380 with high
atom economy (Scheme 101).[102] These salts were then easily
reduced to their corresponding reductive homo-coupling
compounds and oxidized to pyridine/isoquinolinone deriva-
tives.

Singha group succeeded in carrying out the synthesis of
2,4-disubstituted pyridines 382 as well as pyrrole derivatives
381 by initiating the reaction between different β-bromovinyl
aldehydes 343, alkenes and ammonium chloride in the
presence of Et3N in ACN under air at 80 °C (Scheme 102).[103]

Probable mechanism for this reaction has been depicted in
Scheme 103.

Shekarrao group carried out the multi-component reaction
of steroidal/nonsteroidal β-halovinyl aldehyde 387, alkynes 17
and benzylamine 125 to generate the steroidal D-ring fused
5,6-disubstituted pyridine derivatives and nonsteroidal substi-
tuted pyridine derivatives 388 under solvent free conditions
using Pd(OAc)2 as the catalyst under MW irradiation
(Scheme 104).[104] Mechanism for carrying out this reaction is
shown in Scheme 105.

Dhara and co-workers demonstrated a one-pot method-
ology to achieve isoquinoline derivatives 403 through Cu-
mediated tandem cross-coupling and cyclization under milder
reaction conditions. A multicomponent annulation of β-bromo-
vinyl aldehydes 11, 27, aq NH3 and terminal alkynes 17 in
presence of CuI/1,10-phenanathroline as the catalytic system

Scheme 99. Probable mechanism for the formation of vinylbenzenes.

Scheme 100. Metal-catalyzed synthesis of 1,3-cyclohexadiene derivatives.

Scheme 101. Multicomponent synthesis of pyridinium salts.

Scheme 102. Synthesis of pyridine and pyrrole derivatives.

Scheme 103. Proposed mechanism for the formation of pyridine and pyrrole
derivatives.

Scheme 104. Pd-catalyzed formation of steroidal fused pyridine derivatives.
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furnished the substituted isoquinolines 403 with great regio-
selectivity in 56–78% yields (Scheme 106).[105] A probable
mechanism for the reaction is depicted in Scheme 107.

Donohoe group presented a Pd-catalyzed excellent ap-
proach towards synthesis of substituted pyridine derivatives
399 from β-halovinyl aldehydes 6, 11 (Scheme 108). Under this
study, α-alkenylation with a ketone 2 was carried out using
protected β-halovinyl aldehydes 398 in order to get a 1,5-
dicarbonyl substituted intermediate, which further undergoes
cyclization/double elimination to produce the pyridine deriva-
tives 399, via a one-pot approach (Scheme 109).[106]

Boruah and co-workers carried out microwave-assisted
Knoevenagel reaction of β-halovinyl aldehydes 387 with
malononitrile and NH4OAc to afford 2-aminopyridine derivatives
406 (Scheme 110).[107] Using this strategy, some novel steroidal
and nonsteroidal fused 2-aminopyridines 406 were prepared.
Probable mechanism for the reaction is depicted in Scheme 111Scheme 105. Probable mechanism for the synthesis of steroidal D-ring fused

pyridine derivatives via Pd catalysis.

Scheme 106. Cu-catalyzed 3-component synthesis of isoquinoline deriva-
tives.

Scheme 107. Probable reaction mechanism for Cu-catalyzed isoquinoline
formation.

Scheme 108. Synthesis of substituted pyridine derivatives.

Scheme 109. Mechanistic pathway for the synthesis of pyridine derivatives.

Scheme 110. Synthesis of a steroidal fused 2-aminopyridines from β-
bromovinyl aldehydes.

Scheme 111. Proposed mechanism for the formation of 2-aminopyridines.
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which shows that reaction proceeds through Knovenegal
condensation to furnish 405 followed nucleophilic substitution
with NH3 and subsequent annulation led to generation of 2-
aminopyridine fused frameworks 406.

In another endeavour, Boruah group explored an unortho-
dox Pd-catalyzed approach to synthesize pyrido[2,3-
d]pyrimidine derivatives 420, via coupling of β-bromovinyl
aldehydes 11 with 6-amino-1,3-dialkyluracil derivatives 419
(Scheme 112). The reaction was carried out under solvent free
conditions and MW irradiation which proceeded through
Buchwald–Hartwig cross coupling/cascade imination/cycloaddi-
tion reactions (Scheme 113).[108]

Gogoi and co-workers developed a multi-component
cascade methodology to synthesize polysubstituted pyridine
derivatives 415 by using β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11, β-
ketoesters/4-hydroxycoumarin 69 and NH4OAc as the precur-
sors. Interestingly, the reaction proceeded without any addi-
tional catalyst or metal salt (Scheme 114)[109] and strategy was
applicable to a large number of β-ketoesters/4-hydroxycoumar-
ins 69 and 1,3-diketones for the synthesis of polycyclic pyridine
derivatives 416. In vitro studies of all the synthesized pyridines
were carried out for their antiproliferative properties against

human cancer cell lines HeLa, Me180, and ZR751. A proposed
recation mechanism has been depicted in Scheme 115.

Yao and co-researchers carried out the reaction of β-
bromovinyl aldehydes 11 with phenyl acetylenes 17 using PdCl2
and CuI as a catalyst to obtain functionalized unsymmetrical
1,3-butadiene-3-ynes 425 (Scheme 116).[110] It was found that
functional groups like aldehyde, ester and cyano groups were
well tolerated. Furthermore, these 1,3-buta-diene-3-ynes 425
furnished the trisubstituted pyridines 427 upon condensation
followed by annulation with phenyl hydrazines 426
(Scheme 117).[110]

The greater geometric unstability of hydrazone derivatives
431 over oxime ethers was explored by Harrity and co-workers
as a principle element to overcome the reluctance of Z-oxime
ether azatriene derivatives to undergo electrocyclization reac-
tion for the production of borylated pyridine derivatives and
ring-fused analogues. Such hydrazone derivatives 431 allowed
access to formerly inaccessible tri- and tetra-substituted 3-
borylpyridine derivatives 433 with high yields (Scheme 118).[111]

Yao group explored a one-pot Cu-catalyzed multi-compo-
nent reaction to synthesize disubstituted nicotinonitrile deriva-
tives 444 using β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11, benzoylacetonitriles

Scheme 112. Synthesis of pyrido[2,3-d]pyrimidine derivatives.

Scheme 113. Proposed mechanism for the formation of pyrido[2,3-
d]pyrimidines.

Scheme 114. Synthesis of polysubstituted pyridine derivatives.

Scheme 115. Reaction mechanism for the formation of pyridines.

Scheme 116. Formation of trisubstituted pyridines.

Scheme 117. Proposed mechanism for synthesizing pyridine derivatives.

Scheme 118. One-pot diboration-electrocyclization of oximes and hydra-
zones.
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161, and NH4OAc (Scheme 119).[112] Knoevenagel-type conden-
sation reaction of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 and benzoylace-
tonitriles 161 afforded the δ-bromo-2,4-dienones 443 having
intendedly installed functional groups which reacted with
ammonia generated in situ to yield the corresponding azatriene
derivatives. These azatriene derivatives were transformed into
trisubstituted pyridine derivatives 435 via 6π-azaelectrocycliza-
tion and aromatization process (Scheme 120).[112]

4.3.3. Synthesis of Pyrimidine Derivatives

Lin and co-workers prepared a library of pyrimidine derivatives
439 via cyclocondensation of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 with
different amidine hydrochlorides 438 in presence of Et3N with
excellent yields (74–95%) (Scheme 121).[113]

Kirsch group performed the condensation reaction between
3-amino(benzo)thiophene carboxylate 440 and chloroformami-
dine hydrochloride with a focus on synthesizing 2-
aminothieno[3,2-d]pyrimidin-4-one derivatives 441 in a single
step only (Scheme 122).[114]

Similarly, Gogoi and co-workers explored a Pd-catalyzed
procedure for synthesizing fused steroidal and non-steroidal

pyrimidine derivatives 442 under microwave irradiation from β-
halovinyl aldehydes 27 (Scheme 123).[115] This strategy was
further used to synthesize several novel steroidal pyrimidines.
Mechanistic pathway for the catalytic cycle has been depicted
in Scheme 124.

Volkova and co-workers reported a practical, and facile
strategy to prepare functionalized 2-aminopyrimidine deriva-
tives 446 via reaction of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 11, 27 with
amidines or guanidines 438. Many ketones were effectively
modified into pyrimidines in presence of potassium carbonate
through a two-step strategy via Vilsmeier–Haack reaction which
then followed a condensation reaction with guanidines 438
(Scheme 125).[116] This strategy offered advantages like opera-
tional simplicity, economically accessible reagents, and wide
functional-group tolerance. The synthetic value of this method
was examplified by the effective synthesis of steroidal pyrimi-
dine derivatives 446 and a precursor of the antitumor agents
Imatinib and Mocetinostat.

4.3.4. Synthesis of Pyran Derivatives

Ma and co-workers carried out oxidative condesation of β-
bromovinyl aldehydes 11 with 1,3-dicarbonyl compounds 344
using N-heterocyclic carbenes as a catalysis for the selective
synthesis of either 2H-pyran-2-one 449 or chiral dihydropyr-

Scheme 119. Synthesis of disubstituted nicotinonitrile derivatives.

Scheme 120. Proposed reaction mechanism for the formation of nicotinoni-
triles.

Scheme 121. Synthesis of pyrimidine derivatives.

Scheme 122. Synthesis of 2-aminothieno[3,2-d]pyrimidin-4-one derivatives.

Scheme 123. Synthesis of steroidal and non-steroidal pyrimidines via Pd-
catalyzed reaction.

Scheme 124. Mechanistic pathway for the catalytic cycle.

Scheme 125. Condensation of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes and guanidines for
synthesizing 2-aminopyrmidines.
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anone derivatives 448 (Scheme 126).[117] It was noted that the
oxidative conversion of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 using NHC
catalyst can be controlled in a very precise manner to proceed
via two pathways, i. e. elimination of reducible β-bromide or by
an external oxidant 345, permitting the selective generation of
two types of unsaturated acyl azolium intermediates 452 and
455 which governed the fate of reaction (Scheme 127).[117]

Lua and co-workers carried out chemoselective oxa-Diels–
Alder reaction between electronically neutral 1,3-dienes 349

and different β-halovinyl aldehydes 6, 11, 27 in presence of
silver tetrafluoroborate (AgBF4) as a catalyst (Scheme 128).[118]

The strategy was found to exhibit high functional group
tolerance. Heteroatoms present at the β-position of vinyl
aldehydes were found to efficiently enhance the reactivity of
the substrates even with heterocyclic aldehydes that were
earlier supposed to be unreactive towards the oxa-Diels–Alder
reaction. Oxa-Diels–Alder reaction between β-halovinyl alde-
hydes 5, 11 and 1,3-dienes 349 was found to exhibit high
chemo- and regio- selectivity at room temperature.

4.3.5. Synthesis of Quinoline Derivatives

Banwell and co-workers carried out the Pd/Cu-assisted Ullmann
cross-coupling between easily accessible β-bromovinyl alde-
hydes 27 and 1-bromo-2-nitrobenzene 458 to furnish the β-(o-
nitrophenyl)acryaldehydes 459, which further underwent reduc-
tive cyclization to produce the annulated quinoline derivatives
460 upon exposing to indium/NH4Cl or Raney-nickel/H2

(Scheme 129).[119] Similar kind of cross-coupling of 2-bromoace-
tanilide with β-bromovinyl aldehydes afforded N-(2-(2-formylcy-
clobut-1-en-1-yl)phenyl) acetamides that upon K2CO3-mediated
cyclization yielded the similar kind of quinoline derivatives.

Ray and co-workers carried out a Pd-catalyzed chemo-
selective amination of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 27 with aromatic
amines 125 and a subsequent acid catalyzed intramolecular
cyclization yielded the polycyclic quinoline derivatives 462 as
depicted in Scheme 130.[120a] In a closely related approach, Choa
group also carried out the Pd-catalyzed cascade cyclization of
β-bromovinyl aldehydes 27 with arylamines 125 in DMF as a
solvent at 110 °C to furnish the similar quinoline derivatives 462
(Scheme 130).[120b]

Kar group performed the thermolysis of enaminoimine
hydrochlorides to synthesize 3H-pyrano[3,2-f]quinolin-3-ones
465, 3H-acenaphtho[1,2-b]pyrano-[3,2-f]quinolin-3-ones, and
3H-benzo[h]pyrano[3,2-a]acridin-3-ones (Scheme 131).[121a] Sim-
ilarly, Patra et al. conducted thermolysis of suitable chlorovinyl

Scheme 126. Selective synthesis of either 2H-pyran-2-ones or chiral dihydro-
pyranone derivatives.

Scheme 127. Proposed reaction mechanism for the synthesis of 2H-pyran-2-
ones or dihydropyranones.

Scheme 128. Reaction between electrically neutral dienes and β-halovinyl
aldehydes.

Scheme 129. In/NH4Cl and Ra� Ni/H2 catalysed synthesis of quinolines via
reductive cyclization.

Scheme 130. Synthesis of polycyclic quinoline derivatives.
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imines 466 at 250–260 °C for the synthesis of 3H-pyrano[3,2-
f]quinolin-3-ones 465 and 3H-benzo[h]pyrano[3,2-a]acridin-3-
ones. The chlorovinyl imines 464, 466 were generated via
condensation of suitable β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 with 6-
aminocoumarins 463 in MeOH (Scheme 131).[121b] It was ob-
served that in alkaline medium, these compounds exhibited
blue fluorescence. A possible mechanistic pathway is depicted
in Scheme 132.

Klumpp and co-workers prepared a library of vinylogous
imine derivatives 143 via AcOH-promoted condensation of
different anilines 125 and β-halovinyl aldehydes 6, 11. Further
exposure of 143 to superacidic media resulted in formation of
4-aryl quinoline derivatives 470 (Scheme 133).[122] Mechanism
proposed for the conversion involved the cyclization of

dicationic super electrophilic intermediates 143 b to furnish
quinoline ring (Scheme 134).[122]

Dhara and co-workers explored a DABCO-catalyzed metal-
free domino methodology for the facile synthesis of dihydro-
6H-quinolin-5-one derivatives 474. This strategy provided a
convenient route for synthesizing pyridine frameworks from
readily available β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6, 1,3-diketones 344,
and ammonium acetate in ethanol:water (1 :1) under environ-
ment-friendly conditions (Scheme 135).[123] It was found that
different type of cyclic and acyclic β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6
can be employed for the synthesis of a wide range of dihydro-
6H-quinolin-5-ones 344. A relaible mechanism was proposed
for this domino reaction by isolating the intermediate mole-
cules (Scheme 136). With the help of spectral and single crystal
XRD studies, structure of the intermediates was estimated. Most
of these synthesized dihydro-6H-quinolin-5-ones were found to
show cytotoxicity towards the HeLa cell lines in MTT assays.

Hayashi and co-workers carried out a one-pot synthesis of
substituted quinolines 488 via domino reaction of o-alken-ynals
224 and dicyanoalkenes 487. Two methods were introduced:
first one was catalyzed by chiral diphenylprolinol silyl ether, and
the other one by di(2-ethyl)hexylamine, in combination with p-
nitrophenol (Scheme 137).[124] A wide range of dicyanoalkenes
487 were compatible during this eco-friendly approach for
preparing substituted quinoline derivatives 488 since the
catalysts used were secondary amines, and water was the only
by-product. The mechanism of this reaction is depicted in
Scheme 138.

Samanta group also reported a one-pot, AcOH-promoted
tandem aza-Michael-aldol methodology for synthesizing
pyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline derivatives 497 (tricyclic to pentacyclic
scaffolds) with the formation of both pyrrole as well as
quinoline ring (Scheme 139).[125] This strategy involved the
constitution of two C� N bonds and one C� C bond in the
pyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline framework 497 that were formed sub-
sequently under transition-metal-free conditions. A ketorolac
drug analog was synthesized using this strategy, and one of the

Scheme 131. Formation of pyranoquinolin-3-ones via theromolysis.

Scheme 132. Proposed mechanism for the formation of pyranoquinolin-3-
ones.

Scheme 133. Synthesis of quinoline derivatives.

Scheme 134. Proposed reaction mechanism for quinoline synthesis.

Scheme 135. Synthesis of dihydro-6H-quinolin-5-one derivatives.
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Scheme 136. Probable mechanistic pathway for synthesizing dihydro-6H-quinolin-5-ones.

Scheme 137. Reaction between dicyanoalkene and enynals. Scheme 138. Mechanism for the formation of quinolines from enynals.
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manufactured tricyclic pyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline fluorophores 497
was used for the detection of highly toxic picric acid through
the fluorescence quenching effect (Scheme 140).[125]

4.3.6. Synthesis of Isoquinoline Derivatives

Lin group reported a one-pot base-promoted intermolecular
cyclization between substituted β-aryl(heteroaryl)-β-chlorovinyl
aldehydes 6 and tetrahydroisoquinoline derivatives 507. This
strategy provided a simple and efficient synthesis of
pyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline derivatives 508 (Scheme 141) with
good to excellent yields (up to 97%). Mechanism for this
synthesis has been presented in Scheme 142.[126]

4.3.7. Synthesis of Indole and Isoindole Derivatives

Dhara and co-workers synthesized a series of
bis(indolyl)methanes 514 using β-chloro-vinylaldehydes 6 as a
precursor which emerged excellent fluorophore and showed
prominent naked eye sensitivity towards Cu2+ ions. This
environment-friendly one-pot approach was developed by
using PMA-cellulose as a reusable solid acid support/catalyst
under solvent free reaction conditions. BIM molecules 514 were
obtained in excellent yields in short time (Scheme 143).[127]

Peshkov group explored β-chlorovinyl aldehydes and gen-
erated a one-pot strategy to provide an easy access to
isoindolinone frameworks 518 in a diversity-oriented fashion via
a four-component Ugi reaction followed by an intramolecular
Diels-Alder reaction and HCl-elimination cascade. The scope of
this methodology was exhibited with respect to all four
components and a comparative study between the one-pot vs
sequential approaches was also carried out (Scheme 144).[128]

The authors also investigated the possibility of late-stage
functionalization via Suzuki coupling.

Tang group realised a protocol for the C� H alkenylation of
N� H indole derivatives 513 with β-chlorovinyl dithianes 77 to
provide alkenyl indole derivatives 519 via dual 1,3-sulfur
rearrangements (Scheme 145).[129] This alkenylation method was
compatible to synthesize a variety of vinyl indole derivatives
519 in a selective manner with moderate to excellent yields.
Mechanism for this reaction is reaction is shown in Scheme 146.

Scheme 139. Synthesis of pyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline derivatives via tandem-
aza-Michael aldol reaction.

Scheme 140. Mechanism for the formation of benzo-isoindolo[2,1-
a]quinolin-carboxylates.

Scheme 141. Formation of pyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline derivatives.

Scheme 142. Proposed reaction mechanism.

Scheme 143. Synthesis of BIM derivatives using β-chloro-vinylaldehydes.

Scheme 144. Synthesis of isoindolinone derivatives via four component Ugi-
reaction.
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4.3.8. Synthesis of Acridines and Phenanthrolines

Kabilan and co-workers carried out the synthesis of 5,6-
dihydrobenz[c]acridine derivatives 524 via reaction of β-chloro-
vinylaldehydes; 1-chloro-3,4-dihydro-2-naphthaldehyde 27 with
aromatic amines 125 under three different conditions:
a. Thermolysis of 1-chlorovinyl-(N-aryl)imine derivatives syn-

thesized from 1-chloro-3,4-dihydro-2-naphthaldehyde.
b. Acid catalyzed cyclization of 1-(N-aryl)amino-3,4-dihydro-2-

naphthaldehyde derivatives.
c. Thermolysis of N-arylenaminoimine hydrochloride deriva-

tives derived from 1-chloro-3,4-dihydro-2-naphthaldehyde in
DMF.
Interestingly, all these three approaches solely furnished

only 5,6-dihydrobenz[c]acridine derivatives 524 and not the
isomeric 7,8-dihydrobenzo[k]phenanthridine derivatives
(Schemes 147–151).[130] The structural studies were completed
by using detailed NMR spectral analysis and single crystal XRD.

Prim and co-workers synthesized a new library of acridine
and phenanthroline derivatives 533–535 starting with β-chlor-
ovinyl aldehydes 27 and different aniline derivatives permitting
the insertion of valuable substituents, like nitro, ketone, or
amino groups in the heterocyclic core. Structures of acridine
and phenanthroline derivatives along with the presence of
partially hydrogenated rings and their pivotal influence on the
overall shape of the acridine-based frameworks 533, 535 was
confirmed with the help of X-ray analysis (Scheme 152).[131] The
helical behavior of acridines was investigated through 1H NMR.
Comparison of UV data of different frameworks and influence of
number of partially hydrogenated rings was also investigated.

In another study, Prim and co-workers synthesized substi-
tuted dihydrobenzo- and dihydronaphtho- acridine derivatives
536–537 in two key steps (Scheme 153).[132] A diverse range of
carbon-based substituents like vinyl, aryl, alkynyl fragments
were installed via Pd-catalyzed coupling reactions. By using Cu-
promoted C� N bond formation strategy, the molecular diversity

Scheme 145. C� H alkenylation of indoles.

Scheme 146. Reaction mechanism for C� H alkenylation of indoles.

Scheme 147. Synthesis of 5,6-dihydro-benz[c]acridine derivatives.

Scheme 148. Synthesis of 5,6-dihydrobenz[c, h]acridines.

Scheme 149. Synthesis of benzopyrano[4,3-b]quinolines.

Scheme 150. Synthesis of 7,8-dihydrobenz[k]phenanthridines.

Scheme 151. Synthesis of benzopyrano[4,3-b]quinolines.

Scheme 152. Synthesis of dihydroacridines and phenanthroline derivatives.
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was extended to the install the alkylamino chains. Probable
access to quinolinium salts was also reported.

4.4. Formation of Seven-membered Heterocycles

4.4.1. Synthesis of Benzothiazepines

Boruah group formulated a library of steroid/nonsteroid fused
benzo[b][1,4]thiazepines and 2-arylsubstituted benzo[b][1,4]
thiazepines 538 under Pd(OAc)2 catalyzed reaction of steroidal/
nonsteroidal β-halovinyl aldehydes 27 and 2-aminothiophenols
125 using DMF as a solvent and under heating conditions
(Scheme 154).[133] Mechanism for the formation of benzothiaze-
pines is depicted in Scheme 155.

5. Formation of Fused Heterocycles

5.1. Synthesis of Pyrazole Fused Heterocycles

Gogoi and co-workers developed a facile and effective method
for the synthesis of pyrazole fused heterocycles 542, 544
through Pd-catalyzed reaction of β-halovinyl/aryl aldehydes 11,
27 and 5-aminopyrazole/3-aminopyrazole derivatives 541, 543
under microwave irradiation and solvent free conditions
(Scheme 156).[134] Using this methodology a diverse range of
substituted pyrazolo[3,4-b]pyridine, pyrazolo[3,4-b]quinoline,
pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyrimidine and pyrazolo[1,5-a]quinazoline deriv-
atives 542, 544 were synthesized. These pyrazole fused
scaffolds exhibited in vitro cytotoxic activities which were
almost comparable to doxorubicin against the cervical HeLa
cancer cell lines and prostate DU 205 cancer cell lines.
Mechanism for the above mentioned strategy is depicted in
Scheme 157.

Similarly, Boruah and co-workers also developed a Pd-
catalysed excellent approach for the synthesis of 1,3,4-trisub-
stituted pyrazolo[3,4-b]pyridines, 3H-pyrazolo[3,4-
c]isoquinolines and 3H-pyrazolo[4,3-f][1,7]naphthyridine deriva-
tives 542 through intramolecular Heck reaction of imines 548
afforded from the condensation of β-halovinyl aldehydes 11, 27
with 5-aminopyrazole derivatives 541 (Scheme 158).[135] In
presence of Pd(OAc)2 as a catalyst and xantphos as ligand, the
intramolecular C� C bond formation furnished the pyrazolopyr-

Scheme 153. Preparation of iodoacridine derivatives.

Scheme 154. Pd-catalyzed generation of benzo[b][1,4]thiazepines.

Scheme 155. Probable reaction mechanism of Pd-mediated synthesis of
benzothiazepine derivatives.

Scheme 156. Synthesis of various pyrazole fused heterocycles.

Scheme 157. Proposed mechanism for the formation of pyrazolo[3,4-
b]pyridine derivatives.

Scheme 158. Synthesis of pyrazolo[3,4-b]pyridines via intramolecular Heck
reaction.
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idines 542 in 61–83% yields. The mechanism for the formation
of pyrazolo[3,4-b]pyridines 542 is depicted in Scheme 159.

Kumar and co-workers unveiled a facile procedure for the
generation of pyrazolo[5,1-a]isoquinolines 552 via reaction of β-
bromovinyl aldehydes 11 with 1-aryl-2-(1H-pyrazol1-yl)ethan-1-
one derivatives 551 using Ni(acac)2 as a catalyst
(Scheme 160).[136] This overall transformation involved tandem
Knoevenagel condensation and intramolecular direct arylation
by activation of C5� H bond of the pyrazole ring (Scheme 161).
By using this approach, a series of 27 drug-like aroyl-substituted
pyrazolo[5,1-a]isoquinoline derivatives 552 were synthesized
with 67–70% yields.

5.2. Synthesis of Imidazole Fused Heterocycles

Pandey group reported the transformation of chromeno-
annulated imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines 557 from β-bromovinyl alde-
hydes 11. A one-pot reaction between 2-amino-1-(2-ethoxy-2-

oxoethyl)pyridinium salts 556 and β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11
under the catalysis of Pd(TFA)2 and oxidant Cu(OAc)2 directly
furnished the chromeno-annulated imidazo[1,2-a]pyridine de-
rivatives 557 (Scheme 162).[137] This overall strategy comprised
of tandem base-mediated amidation and Knoevenagel con-
densation, which further followed Pd-catalyzed Wacker type
oxidation and an intramolecular C� O coupling reaction
(Scheme 163). Facile nature of the process, functional group
compatibility and good yields were the characterstic features of
this strategy. This tandem reaction was also applicable for the
synthesis of pyrano-fused imidazo[1,2-a]pyridine derivatives
using β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 as the precursor.

After successful synthesis of pyrazolo[5,1-a]isoquinolines
552; Kumar group also developed an efficient Co-catalyzed
tandem one-pot strategy for the synthesis of polysubstituted
imidazo-N-fused heterocycles 569. A Base-promoted Knoevena-
gel condensation of β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 and 2-(2-
methyl-1H-imidazol-1-yl)-1-phenylethanone furnished the cross
Aldol product 570 which upon cobalt-catalyzed direct alkenyla-
tion afforded the imidazo[1,5-a]pyridines and imidazo[1,5-
a]isoquinoline derivatives 569 (Scheme 164).[138] This strategy
exhibited broad substrate scope and was also amenable to
gram scale synthesis furnishing the products in 39–74% yields.
A proposed mechanism for the formation of imidazo[1,5-
a]pyridines has been depicted in Scheme 165.

Scheme 159. Reaction mechanism for the formation of pyrazolo[3,4-
b]pyridines.

Scheme 160. Ni-assisted synthesis of pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyridines.

Scheme 161. Proposed mechanism for the formation of pyrazolo[1,5-
a]pyridines.

Scheme 162. One-pot synthesis of chromeno-annulated imidazo[1,2-
a]pyridines.

Scheme 163. Plausible reaction mechanism for the synthesis of chromeno-
annulated imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines.
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6. Synthesis of Spirooxindoles

Ma and co-workers explored chiral N-heterocyclic carbene 574
as a catalyst and performed a asymmetric formal (3+2)
cyclization reaction between β-bromovinyl aldehydes 11 and
isatins 573 to furnish a diverse range of chiral spirooxindole–
butenolide derivatives 575 (Scheme 166).[139] The detailed
mechanism for the formation of spirooxindole–butenolide
derivatives 575 is presented in Scheme 167.

Mehta and co-workers developed an efficient, one-pot
transition metal-free approach for the synthesis of
spiro[cyclohexa[2,5]diene-1,3’-indoline]-2’,4-dione derivatives
583. Domino Michael–SNAr or AdNE substitution strategy
initiated the spiroannulation of oxindole derivatives 580 with
ortho-bromoaryl ynone; β-bromoalkenyl ynone and β-bromoal-
kenyl enone derivatives 581–582 (Scheme 168).[140] Mechanism
for this strategy has been depicted in Scheme 169. A short

synthesis of tetracyclic alkaloid spindomycin B 584 was also
achieved as an application part.

Xu and co-workers were the first who carried out the
copper-catalyzed enantioselective [4+1] annulation of yne-
allylic esters 192 with 1,3-dicarbonyl compounds 352 using an
effective remote stereo-control methodology. The remote ɛ
regioselective nucleophilic substitution was carried out by using
an unorthodox chiral copper-vinylvinylidene species from the
new C4 synthon yne-allylic esters 192 (Scheme 170).[141] Con-
sequently, diversified spirocycles 590 were furnished having
huge scope and excellent levels of enantio-, chemo-, and
regioselectivity. The detailed mechanistic studies suggested an
yne-allylic substitution and Conia-ene cascade pathway on the
remote stereochemical induction progress (Scheme 171).

Scheme 164. Preparation of the imidazo[1,5-a]pyridine skeleton via knoeve-
nagel condensation.

Scheme 165. Proposed reaction mechanism for the synthesis of imidazo[1,5-
a]pyridines.

Scheme 166. NHC-catalyzed formation of chiral spirooxindole-butenolides.

Scheme 167. Probable reaction mechanism.

Scheme 168. Michael–AdNE reaction of oxindoles with β-bromoalkenyly-
nones.

Scheme 169. Proposed reaction mechanism.
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7. Miscellaneous Reactions of β-halovinyl
Aldehydes

Ray and co-workers developed a facile and efficient strategy for
the synthesis of substituted cyclopentenone derivatives 607 via
reaction of cyclic β-bromovinyl aldehydes 27 with Grignard
reagent followed by Pd-catalyzed intramolecular 5-endo–trig
oxidative cyclization (Scheme 172).[142]

Ray group also carried out a Pd-catalyzed intramolecular
cyclization/cyclopropanation for the conversion of a large
number of substituted cyclic N-aryl allyl/methallyl amine
derivatives 612 very effectively and particularly to the corre-
sponding fused tetrahydropyridine/cyclopropane-fused isoqui-
nolines 613, 614 through β-hydrogen elimination or a domino
sequence (Scheme 173).[143] Proposed mechanism for the reac-
tion is shown in Scheme 174.

Zhong and co-workers explored β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 27
for the first time for DABCO-assited Morita-Baylis–Hillman (MBH)
reaction under sonochemical solvent-free conditions and
obtained MBH allylic alcohols 619 in 15–92% yields. The β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 27 were in turn prepared via
bis(trichloromethyl) carbonate (BTC)/DMF-mediated Vilsmeier-
Haack reaction of ketones (Scheme 175).[144] Br2-Ph3P system
was used for the stereoselective bromination of MBH adducts
under milder conditions in 87–94% yields.

In another study, Zhong group performed DABCO/AlCl3
assisted aza-Baylis–Hillman reaction of β-chlorovinyl aldehydes
6, benzenesulfonamides 167 and different activated alkenes to
furnish Aza-adducts 622 under solvent-free conditions
(Scheme 176).[145] Mechanistic pathway for the fromation of
quinoline frameworks is depicted in Scheme 177.

Ray group developed another excellent approach for the
synthesis of 9-fluorenylidenes via a Pd-catalyzed domino
intermolecular Suzuki reaction of 626 and 2-bromo phenyl-
boronic acid 85 which then followed intramolecular Heck
coupling under milder reaction conditions (Scheme 178).[146] The
key precorsor 626 was prepared from β-bromovinyl aldehydes
27 via Wittig reaction.

Ma and co-rworkers perfommed a NHC-catalyzed 122
annulation reaction between β-halovinyl aldehydes 6, 11 and

Scheme 170. Copper-catalyzed remote asymmetric [4+1] annulation of yne-
allylic esters with 1,3-dicarbonyl compounds.

Scheme 171. Probable reaction mechanism.

Scheme 172. Pd-catalyzed intramolecular 5-endo–trig cyclization for the
synthesis of cyclopentenones.

Scheme 173. Synthesis of tetrahydropyridine/cyclopropane-fused isoquino-
lines via Pd-catalyzed intramolecular cyclization.

Scheme 174. Mechanism for the Pd(0)-catalyzed cyclopropanation.

Scheme 175. Synthesis of MBH adducts and their bromination.
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nitrosobenzenes 628 under milder reaction conditions, to
obtain 2,3-disubstituted isoxazol-5(2H)-one derivatives 629
(Scheme 179).[147] A plausible mechanism for this metal-free

approach to afford isoxazol-5(2H)-one derivatives is presented
as Scheme 180.

Rao and co-workers explored β-halovinyl aldehydes 6 and
discovered a facile and efficient copper-catalyzed intramolecu-
lar amination strategy to provide an easy access to diverse
range of multi-substituted 1H-pyrazoles 635 under milder
reaction conditions (Scheme 181).[148] The synthesis of 1H-
pyrazoles 635 was achieved via Cu-catalysed cascade annula-
tion of β-azido imines 634 which were in turn prepared via
condensation of β-azidovinyl aldehydes 6 and substituted
anilines. Using this protocol, the authors synthesized a highly
selective ligand for estrogen receptor in three steps, mechanism
has been depicted in Scheme 182.

In an extension to their previous findings, Ray group
demonstrated an unorthodox and effective Pd-catalyzed meth-
od for synthesizing cyclopentenone derivatives 607 and cyclo-
pentanols via intramolecular oxidative cyclization of substituted
homoallylic alcohol derivatives 640 (Scheme 183).[149] This
method was found to have practical applications for the
synthesis of sesquiterpenes. Mechanism of cyclization and the
key step of the tandem reaction, were verified by density
functional theory calculations (Scheme 184).

Venkatesan and co-workers designed and synthesized
highly effective phosphorescent emitter boron compounds 646
(Scheme 185).[150] To customize the phosphorescence emission
properties in neat, solid, solution, and in doped PMMA thin
films, a combination of proper molecular frameworks and
appropriate electronic nature of the substituents were em-
ployed. The synthesis was achieved by reacting β-halovinyl
aldehydes 27 with p-nitroaniline 125 in presence of p-TSA and
H2O which led to formation of Schiff base as well as
hydroxylation of β-halogen. Further reaction with BF3.OEt2

Scheme 176. Synthesis of new type of aza-Baylis–Hillman adducts.

Scheme 177. Mechanism for the synthesis of quinoline ring.

Scheme 178. Preparation of fluorenylidene derivatives via Pd-catalyzed intra-
molecular Suzuki reaction followed by Heck coupling.

Scheme 179. NHC catalyzed synthesis of 2,3-disubstituted isoxazol-5(2H)-one
derivatives via 3+2 annulation.

Scheme 180. Probable reaction mechanism of the NHC-catalyzed annula-
tions.

Scheme 181. Cu-catalyzed intramolecular amination reaction for synthesiz-
ing 1H-pyrazole derivatives.

Scheme 182. Proposed mechanistic pathway for the formation of pyrazole
derivatives.
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resulted in formation of phosphorescent emitter boron com-
pounds 646.

Boruah group prepared a library of steroidal and non-
steroidal (Z)-β-ketoenamide derivatives 648 from β-halovinyl
aldehydes 6, 11, 27, 396 (Scheme 186).[151] One of the synthe-
sized β-keto-enamide derivatives 648 was also transformed into
2-amino-dihydroisoquinoline 649 via condensation with malo-
nonitrile under MW irradiation in presence of alumina. Single
crystal XRD studies were carried out to confirmation the
structures of the products as β-keto-enamide 648 and not 647.

Swamy group carried out a Au(I)-catalysed one-pot dehy-
drative cyclization of alkynyldienols 651 into cyclopentadiene
659 which upon intermolecular [4+2] cycloaddition with
activated alkynes/alkenes 17, 92 yielded the highly substituted

norbornadiene/norbornene derivatives 653–654
(Scheme 187).[152] The precursors like alkynyldienols 651, were
obtained through sequential Sonogashira cross-coupling of β-
bromovinyl aldehydes 11 and alkynes 17 followed by Luche
reduction. The enynals 434 and multisubstituted norbornadiene
derivatives 653–654 were synthesized in 62–96% yields.
Mechanism for the formation of norbornadiene/norbornenes is
presented in Scheme 188.

Tang group reported a regioselective and operationally
straightforward [3+2] annulation reaction of β-chlorovinyl
dithianes 77 and α,β-unsaturated carbonyl compounds 660.
This procedure provided the direct approach to highly function-
alized cyclopentene derivatives 661–662 with excellent regio-
and chemoselectivity under milder reaction conditions. An

Scheme 183. Pd-catalyzed synthesis of substituted cyclopentenone deriva-
tives.

Scheme 184. Mechanistic pathway for the synthesis of cyclopentenone
derivatives.

Scheme 185. Synthesis of boron compounds from hydroxyvinylimines.

Scheme 186. Synthesis of β-ketoenamides from β-halovinyl aldehydes.

Scheme 187. Au(I)-catalysed synthesis of norbornadiene and norbornene
derivatives.

Scheme 188. Probable pathway for the synthesis of norbornadienes/norbor-
nene.
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unusual cyclization selectively afforded the hydroxylated cyclo-
pentene derivatives 661 (Scheme 189).[153]

Chaudhuri and co-workers reported tri-n-butyltin hydride
(TBTH) catalysed synthesis of hydroxycyclohexene fused carbo-
cycles 640 by using 6-bromo-hepta-1,5-diene-4-ols 639 as an
intermediate, and azabisisobutyronitrile (AIBN) as an initiator
under refluxing condition in benzene (Scheme 190).[154]

Ray and co-workers described a simple and convenient
approach for the synthesis of substituted cycloheptenone
derivatives 664 from 1-bromo octa-1,7-diene-3-ol derivatives
639 which were in turn prepared via reaction of β-bromovinyl
aldehydes 11, 27 with Grignard reagent 605 (Scheme 191).[155]

This reaction proceeds via intramolecular 7-exo-trig cyclization
under Pd(0) catalyzed conditions which then followed Pd(II)-
catalyzed oxidation of hydroxyl functionality. DFT calculations
were taken into account for evaluating the reaction pathway.

Talukdar group developed a copper-catalyzed efficient
protocol for the synthesis of acyclic as well as cyclic amidine
derivatives 667–669 via reaction of enynamines 665 with
sulfonylazide derivatives 666 (Scheme 192).[156] It was proposed
that enynamines 665 generated a cycloadduct 670 which upon

loss of N2 yielded a ketenimine 692 and nucleophilic intra-
molecular 6-exo-dig attack furnished a six-membered cyclic
zwitter ionic intermediate 672 which further facilitated migra-
tion of the tethered amino group to the C5- center producing
an acyclic amidine 667. At the same time, migration of a
substituent on the amino group to C2- and C4-centers resulted
in the synthesis of cyclic amidine derivatives 668–669
(Scheme 193). To understand the mechanism, computational
studies were performed which indicated that the product
distribution was dependant on the substitutions over the
enynamine backbone 665.

Allyliporphyrin is a carbaporphyrin in which one pyrrole ring
has been replaced by an allyl group. Cho and co-workers
synthesized Allyliporphyrin using β-iodovinyl aldehydes and
studied the bond rotation by variable temperature and DFT
calculations. The bond rotation was first observed in the limited
space of the carbaporphyrin from 678 through cis-678 and the
calculated rotational barrier was low enough, with the relative
energy level of cis-678 only 0.65 kcal/mol higher than 678.
Chemical shifts of the inner NH and CH signals confirmed that
the synthesized allyliporphyrin 678 is a strongly aromatic
macrocycle. The palladium complex of allyliporphyrin exhibited
reduced aromaticity because of the tilted thiophene of Pd-678
(or simply 679) (Scheme 194).[157]

Yang group developed two isomeric dioxabicyclic molecular
skeletons by using the divergent synthesis concept. A pseudo-
three-component reaction using two equivalents of 4-hydrox-
ycoumarin 58 and (Z)-β-chlorovinyl aldehyde 2 furnished the
corresponding bis(4-oxycoumarin)-based 2,6- and 2,8- dioxabi-
cycles 680, 681 respectively, under acid-catalyzed conditions
and using a base (Scheme 195).[158] The obtained colorless 2,6-
dioxabicycles upon UV irradiation turned red and when
exposed to visible light a reverse reaction proceeded. It was
proposed that photochromism proceed through a sequential [4
+4]-(heterocyclo)addition/reversion and 1,5-hydrogen shift.

Joshi and co-workers presented a direct amidation reaction
of ferrocenyl/phenyl substituted β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6, 74

Scheme 189. Synthesis of highly functionalized hydroxylated cyclopentenes
via [3+2] cyclization reaction.

Scheme 190. Synthesis of hydroxycyclohexene fused carbocycles.

Scheme 191. Synthesis of cycloheptenone derivatives.

Scheme 192. Cu(I) catalyzed synthesis of acyclic and cyclic amidine deriva-
tives. Scheme 193. Mechanism for the synthesis of amidine derivatives.
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in presence of a chalcogen stabilized iron selenide carbonyl
cluster Fe3Se2(CO)9. Reaction was found to exhibit a wide
substrate scope for functionally different amides 682 and β-
chlorovinyl aldehydes 2, 74. Furthermore, it was found that
2 mol % of Fe3Se2(CO)9 cluster was extremely effective to couple
diversely substituted primary amides (whether hetero, aliphatic,
aromatic) with β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 2, 74 under aerobic

conditions within 4 h. This was the first report in which direct
amidation reaction was carried out to obtain α,β-unsaturated
derivatives (Scheme 196).[159]

Swamy and co-workers developed an elegant approach for
the synthesis of unorthodox dioxa-3-azabicyclonone-4-ene
motifs 685 by carrying out a transition metal-free reaction
between N-oxiranylmethyl benzenesulfonamide 193 and β-
chlorovinyl aldehyde 6, using LiBr/K2CO3 in DMF as the reaction
medium (Scheme 197). The synthesis of dioxa-3-azabicyclo-
none-4-ene motifs 685 was realised through ring expansion
reactions (Scheme 198).[151]

Our group also prepared two series of benzenesulfonamide
derivatives having thioureido-linked pyrazole 691 and amino-
1,2,4-thiadiazoles 692 using β-chlorovinyl aldehydes 6 as the
precursor. These benzenesulfonamide derivatives were inves-
tigated as human carbonic anhydrase (hCA) inhibitors against
isoforms I and II along with the tumor-associated isoforms IX
and XII. Molecular modeling studies against isoforms hCA I, II,
and XII of some selected derivatives were also carried out. This
report provided an unorthodox startegy for synthesizing amino-
1,2,4-thiadiazole derivatives 692 using 3-amino isoxazole 689
derivatives and 4-isothiocyanatobenzenesulfonamide 690 as
reactants. It was releaved that amino-linked 1,2,4-thiadiazoles
692 were found to be better inhibitors of the cytosolic isoform,
hCA I, in comparison to thioureido-linked pyrazoles 691
(Scheme 199).[160]

It is mentioned that a brief summary of various heterocycles
generated during 2007–2024 are highlighted in Schemes 200
and 201.

8. Summary and Outlook

On the basis of previous findings, it can be concluded that β-
halovinyl aldehydes holds an important place in the field of
organic synthesis and have been used for the synthesis of

Scheme 194. Synthesis of allyliporphyrin and its Pd(II) complex.

Scheme 195. Pseudo-three-component synthesis of dioxabicycles.

Scheme 196. Amidation of β-chloro-ferrocenyl aldehydes under Fe-carbonyl
chalcogen cluster catalysis.

Scheme 197. Formation of dioxa-3-azabicyclonone-4-ene motifs.

Scheme 198. Mechanism for the formation of dioxa-3-azabicyclonone-4-
enes.

Scheme 199. Synthesis of the benzenesulfonamides containing thioureido-
linked pyrazoles and amino-1,2,4-thiadiazoles.
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various privileged heterocycles and other cyclic frameworks
which are not reported in literature or deemed difficult to
synthesize. β-halovinyl aldehydes have emerged as important
building block for synthesizing different kind of heterocycles
including monocyclic, bicyclic, macrocycles and spiro hetero-
cycles. In fact, β-halovinyl aldehydes serve as important aldo-X
bifunctional building block (AXB3 s) due to the presence of two
most explored electrophilic reactive functionalities (formyl
group and benzylic halogen) in organic synthesis. More
importantly, these two reactive sites are in close proximity to
each other and that is why it readilty reacts with diverse
bifunctional nucleophiles to furnish cyclic frameworks through
tandem reactions. It was observed that halogen group of

halovinyl aldehyde behaves more like a benylic halogen and
less as vinylic halogens and sometimes it is electrophilically
more reactive than the formyl group and chemoselective
nucleophilic substitution reaction is preferred over condensa-
tion reaction though this is not true for some cases and it all
depends on reaction conditions. A variety of aza-, oxa-, thio-
and carbonucleophiles readily react with β-halovinyl aldehydes
and a variety of heterocycles have been developed including
azirine, pyrrole, furan, thiophene, pyrazole, oxazole, isoxazole,
triazole, thiadiazole, oxadiazole, pyridine, pyrimidine, quinoline,
isoquinoline, acridine and other macrocycles like allyliporphyrin.
Also several carbocyles like benzene derivatives, cyclopente-
none, cyclohexene, cycloheptenone, norbornadiene, and nor-
bornene have been prepared. The alkenic moiety of β-halovinyl
aldehydes also makes them suitable substrate for Diel-Alder
reactions. Several new strategies have been discovered so far
and in the near future many more advancements and achieve-
ments are expected to be coming from β-halovinyl aldehydes.
The future scope is anticipated to be lying with exploration of
new building blocks e. g. propynitriles, o-enyl aldehydes, β-keto
nitriles, β-azidovinyl aldehydes, aziridine aldehydes etc.
(Scheme 202) which could be readily accessed in a single
operation from β-halovinyl aldehydes.
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Scheme 202. An overview of future scope of this building block.

Wiley VCH Dienstag, 04.02.2025

2506 / 389431 [S. 44/47] 1

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2025, 28, e202401058 (43 of 46) © 2024 Wiley-VCH GmbH

Review
doi.org/10.1002/ejoc.202401058

 10990690, 2025, 6, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://chem

istry-europe.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/ejoc.202401058 by C
entral U

niversity O
f H

aryana, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [15/01/2026]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense



Conflict of Interests

The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Data Availability Statement

The data that support the findings of this study are available
from the corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Keywords: β-chlorovinyl aldehydes · Vilsmeier-Haack reaction ·
Sonogashira coupling · Aldo-X bifunctional building block
(AXB3 s) · Cascade reaction

[1] a) A. I. Mikhaleva, A. V. Ivanoc, E. V. Skitaltseva, I. A. Ushakov, A. M.
Vasiltsov, B. A. Trofimov, Synthesis 2009, 587–590; b) Y. R. Zhu, J. H. Lin,
J. C. Xiao, Synlett 2022, 33, 259–263; c) T. Mallegol, S. Gmouh, M. A. A.
Meziane, M. B. Desce, O. Mongin, Synthesis 2005, 1771–1774.

[2] a) S. S. Moleele, J. P. Michael, C. B. de Koning, Tetrahedron 2006, 62,
2831; b) G. K. Kar, A. C. Karmakar, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 1989, 30,
223; c) T. L. Gilchrist, M. A. Healy, Tetrahedron 1993, 49, 2543.

[3] a) D. Ray, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2007, 48, 673; b) D. Ray, J. K. Ray,
Org. Lett. 2007, 9, 191–194.

[4] a) S. Brahma, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron 2008, 64, 2883–2896; b) M. Ghosh,
J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron 2017, 73, 3731–3799.

[5] A. Vilsmeier, A. Haack, Ber. Dtsch. Chem. Ges. 1927, 60, 119–122.
[6] a) Z. Arnold, J. Zemlicka, Proc. Chem. Soc. 1958, 227; b) Z. Arnold, A.

Holy, Collect. Czech. Chem. Commun. 1961, 26, 3059–3073.
[7] a) S. S. Rajput, J. H. Mansoory, World J. Pharm. Res. 2018, 7, 179–203;

b) R. Gupta, A. K. Gupta, S. Paul, P. L. Kachroo, Indian J. Chem. 1998, 37,
1121–1123.

[8] a) V. Kumar, S. Sharma, Vaishali, D. Singh, C. C. Malakar, V. Singh, Eur. J.
Org. Chem. 2024, 202400456; b) P. Patra, New J. Chem. 2021, 45,
14269–14327; c) S. Sharma, V. Singh, J. Heterocyclic Chem. 2020, 57,
3735–3762; d) N. Devi, S. Kumar, S. K. Pandey, V. Singh, Asian J. Org.
Chem. 2018, 7, 6–36; e) N. Devi, R. Shankar, V. Singh, J. Heterocycl.
Chem. 2018, 55, 373–390; f) V. Singh, S. Batra, Curr. Org. Synth. 2012, 9,
513–528; g) E. A. Verochkina, N. V. Vchislo, I. B. Rozentsveig, Molecules
2021, 26, 4297; h) Z. Cziaky, F. Korodi, L. Frank, I. Czink, Heterocycl.
Commun. 1996, 2, 63–70; i) B. F. A. Wahab, R. E. Khidre, A. A. Farahat,
A. A. S. El-Ahle, ARKIVOC 2012, 1, 211–276.

[9] F. Herencia, M. L. Ferandiz, A. Ubeda, Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 1998, 8,
1169–1174.

[10] O. A. El-Sayed, M. El-Semary, M. A. Khalil, Alex. J. Pharm. Sci. 1996, 10,
43–46.

[11] K. Dinakaran, P. T. Perumal, Indian J. Chem. 2000, 39B, 135–136.
[12] a) S. A. Plaskon, O. G. Oleksandr, V. R. Sergey, Tetrahedron 2012, 68,

2743–275; b) W. K. Su, Z. H. Li, L. Y. Zhao, Org. Prep. Proced. Int. 2007,
39, 495–502.

[13] D. Prim, A. Fuss, G. Kirsch, A. M. S. Silva, J. Chem. Soc., Perkin Trans.
1999, 2, 1175–1180.

[14] K. V. Auwers, R. Hill, J. Prakt. Chem. (Leipzig) 1935, 2143, 179–185.
[15] K. V. Auwers, E. Wolter, Justus Liebigs Ann. Chem. 1932, 492, 283–294.
[16] R. C. Larock, M. J. Doty, X. Han, J.Org. Chem. 1999, 64, 8770–8779.
[17] T. M. B. Slimi, M. T. B. Dhia, M. Nsangou, M. M. E. Gaied, M. R. Khaddar,

J. Struct. Chem. 2010, 51, 251–257.
[18] M. Weissenfels, M. Pulst, D. Greif, Phosphorus, Sulfur, Silicon Relat. Elem.

1991, 59, 17–30.
[19] R. P. Downs, Z. Xiao, M. O. Ikedionwu, J. W. Cleveland, A. L. Chin, A. E.

Cafferty, L. D. Quarles, J. D. Carrick, Bioorg. Med. Chem. 2021, 29,
115877.

[20] V. J. Majo, P. T. Perumal, J.Org. Chem. 1998, 63, 7136–7142.
[21] E. R. E. Sawy, M. S. Ebaid, H. M. A. Salem, A. G. A. Sehemi, A. H.

Mandour, Arabian J. Chem. 2014, 7, 914–923.
[22] G. J. Griffiths, B. Hauck, R. Imwinkelried, J. Kohr, A. C. Roten, G. C.

Stucky, J.Org. Chem. 1999, 64, 8084–8089.
[23] V. J. Majo, P. T. Perumal, J. Org. Chem. 1996, 61, 6523–6525.
[24] D. Prajapati, K. J. Borah, Beilstein J. Org. Chem. 2007, 3, 43–47.
[25] M. Gupta, S. Paul, R. Gupta, Indian J. Chem. 2009, 48B, 460–466.
[26] C. Jin, J. Chen, W. Su, Heterocycles 2011, 83, 153–161.

[27] A. Guzman, M. Romero, M. L. Maddox, J. M. Muchowski, J. Org. Chem.
1990, 55, 5793–5797.

[28] J. Liu, M. Wang, F. Han, Y. Liu, Q. Liu, J. Org. Chem. 2009, 74, 5090–
5092.

[29] D. Xiang, Y. Yang, R. Zhang, Y. Liang, W. Pan, J. Huang, D. Dong, Org.
Chem. 2007, 72, 8593–8596.

[30] M. Gupta, Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2011, 21, 4919–4923.
[31] L. Zhao, F. Liang, X. Bi, S. Sun, Q. Liu, J. Org. Chem. 2006, 71, 1094–

1098.
[32] O. Aki, Y. Nakagawa, Chem. Pharm. Bull. 1972, 20, 1325–1327.
[33] A. Barbatu, I. C. Stancu, R. A. Mitran, Ş. Tomas, U. P. B. Sci. Bull. 2011, 73.
[34] B. R. Kim, J. E. Won, S. E. Park, H. G. Lee, M. J. Kim, K. J. Jung, J. J. Kim,

Y. J. Yoon, Bull. Korean Chem. Soc. 2009, 30, 2107–2110.
[35] X. Y. Tang, M. Shi, J. Org. Chem. 2008, 73, 8317–8320.
[36] A. S. Al-Ayed, Molecules 2011, 16, 10292–10302.
[37] L. Pellegatti, S. L. Buchwald, Org. Process Res. Dev. 2012, 16, 1442–1448.
[38] J. Lai, L. Tian, Y. Liang, Y. Zhang, X. Xie, B. Fang, S. Tang, Chem.-Eur. J.

2015, 21, 14328–14331.
[39] S. Brahma, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron 2008, 64, 2883–2896.
[40] K. Samanta, G. K. Kar, A. K. Sarkar, Tetrahedron Lett. 2008, 49, 1461–

1464.
[41] R. Singha, J. Chem. Sci. 2020, 132, 4.
[42] V. Tomar, Y. Upadhyay, A. K. Srivastava, M. Nemiwal, R. K. Joshi, P.

Mathur, J. Organomet. Chem. 2021, 940, 121752.
[43] V. Tomar, C. Sharma, M. Nemiwal, R. K. Joshi, J. Organomet. Chem.

2021, 956, 122095.
[44] A. Soni, C. Sharma, L. Negi, R. K. Joshi, J. Organomet. Chem. 2023, 983,

122550.
[45] L. LaFrate, J. R. Gunther, K. E. Carlson, J. A. Katzenellenbogen, Bioorg.

Med. Chem. 2008, 16, 10075–10084.
[46] Q. Niu, X. Xu, H. Sun, X. Li, Chin. J. Chem. 2012, 30, 2495–2500.
[47] G. B. Gowda, T. P. Charanraj, C. S. P. Kumara, N. Ramesh, S. P. Thomas,

M. P. Sadashiva, H. Junjappa, Tetrahedron Lett. 2014, 55, 4475–4479.
[48] J. Zhang, L. Liu, J. Duan, L. Gu, B. Chen, T. Sun, Y. Gong, Adv. Synth.

Catal. 2017, 359, 4348–4358.
[49] L. Gu, Y. Zhou, J. Zhang, Y. Gong, Tetrahedron: Asymmetry 2012, 23,

124–129.
[50] C. Samann, M. A. Schade, S. Yamada, P. Knochel, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed.

2013, 52, 9495–9499.
[51] Z. Baccari, M. A. K. Sanhoury, B. Crousse, T.-B. Slimi, Synth. Commun.

2018, 48, 1199–1205.
[52] R. Kyan, K. Sato, N. Mase, T. Narumi, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2020, 59,

19031–19036.
[53] S. Suresh, P. B. Patil, P.-H. Yu, C.-C. Fang, Y.-Z. Weng, V. Kavala, C.-F.

Yao, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2021, 363, 4915–4925.
[54] S. Ghrairi, P. Retailleau, B. Crousse, T.-B. Slimi, J. Mol. Struct. 2022, 1258,

132548.
[55] R.-P. Li, X. Chen, X. Xu, Y. Tang, H. Wang, S. Tang, Org. Lett. 2024, 26,

581–585.
[56] A. R. Shaffer, J. A. R. Schmidt, Chem.-Eur. J. 2009, 15, 2662–2673.
[57] I. Hamzi, T. M. B. Slimi, R. Abidi, Heteroat. Chem. 2016, 27, 139–148.
[58] F. M. Sroor, T. K. Khatab, W. M. Basyouni, A. M. E. Bayouki, Synth.

Commun. 2019, 49, 1444–1456.
[59] a) B. P. Bandgar, S. S. Gawande, Bioorg. Med. Chem. 2010, 18, 2060–

2065; b) B. P. Bandgar, S. A. Patil, B. L. Korbad, S. H. Nile, C. N.
Khobragade, Eur. J. Med. Chem. 2010, 45, 2629–2633.

[60] H. Kaise, J. Shimokawa, T. Fukuyama, Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 727–729.
[61] S. Ghrairi, K. Essalah, B. Crousse, T. B. Slimi, J. Fluorine Chem. 2021, 248,

109837.
[62] a) P. K. Sharma, S. Ram, N. Chandak, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2016, 358, 894–

899; b) P. K. Sharma, R. Kumar, S. Ram, N. Chandak, Synth. Commun.
2021, 51, 1847–1856.

[63] C. Zheng, X. Liu, C. Ma, J. Org. Chem. 2017, 82, 6940–6945.
[64] A. K. Srivastava, M. Ali, K. N. Sharma, R. K. Joshi, Tetrahedron Lett. 2018,

59, 3188–3193.
[65] R.-P. Li, J. Li, X. Chen, J. Liu, X. Wang, S. Tanga, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2022,

364, 4260–4265.
[66] M.-D. Li, Z.-H. Wang, H. Zhu, X.-R. Wang, J.-R. Wang, T.-Y. Lin, Angew.

Chem., Int. Ed. 2023, 62, e202313911.
[67] Suraj, K. C. K. Swamy, J. Org. Chem. 2022, 87, 6612–6629.
[68] R. Jana, S. Paul, A. Biswas, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2010, 51, 273–276.
[69] T. M. B. Slimi, M. T. B. Dhia, M. Nsangou, M. M. E. Gaied, M. R. Khaddar,

J. Struct. Chem. 2010, 51, 251–257.
[70] N. Butkevich, L. Meerpoel, I. Stansfield, P. Angibaud, A. Corbu, J. Cossy,

Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 3840–3843.

Wiley VCH Dienstag, 04.02.2025

2506 / 389431 [S. 45/47] 1

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2025, 28, e202401058 (44 of 46) © 2024 Wiley-VCH GmbH

Review
doi.org/10.1002/ejoc.202401058

 10990690, 2025, 6, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://chem

istry-europe.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/ejoc.202401058 by C
entral U

niversity O
f H

aryana, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [15/01/2026]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2006.01.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2006.01.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0040-4039(00)95165-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0040-4039(00)95165-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0040-4020(01)86333-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2006.11.104
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol062418t
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2007.11.112
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2017.05.053
https://doi.org/10.1002/cber.19270600118
https://doi.org/10.1135/cccc19613059
https://doi.org/10.1039/D1NJ02755G
https://doi.org/10.1039/D1NJ02755G
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.4097
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.4097
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajoc.201700477
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajoc.201700477
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.3045
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.3045
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules26144297
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules26144297
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0960-894X(98)00179-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0960-894X(98)00179-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2012.01.077
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2012.01.077
https://doi.org/10.1080/00304940709458601
https://doi.org/10.1080/00304940709458601
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo9821628
https://doi.org/10.1080/10426509108045698
https://doi.org/10.1080/10426509108045698
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2020.115877
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2020.115877
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo971745z
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo9824910
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo9608432
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00309a026
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00309a026
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo900663z
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo900663z
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo7015482
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo7015482
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmcl.2011.06.007
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo0522106
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo0522106
https://doi.org/10.1248/cpb.20.1325
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo801492k
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules161210292
https://doi.org/10.1021/op300168z
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201502581
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201502581
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2007.11.112
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2008.01.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2008.01.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jorganchem.2021.121752
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jorganchem.2021.122095
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jorganchem.2021.122095
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jorganchem.2022.122550
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jorganchem.2022.122550
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2008.10.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2008.10.007
https://doi.org/10.1002/cjoc.201200433
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201700981
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201700981
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetasy.2012.01.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetasy.2012.01.011
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2018.1439175
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2018.1439175
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.202008631
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.202008631
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.202100779
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molstruc.2022.132548
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molstruc.2022.132548
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.3c03348
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.3c03348
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.200802310
https://doi.org/10.1002/hc.21310
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2009.12.077
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2009.12.077
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejmech.2010.01.050
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol403415z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfluchem.2021.109837
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfluchem.2021.109837
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201501103
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201501103
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2021.1910846
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2021.1910846
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.7b00457
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2018.07.022
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2018.07.022
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.202201125
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.202201125
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2009.10.125
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol4014574


[71] A. Uravakilli, R. Kotikalapudi, K. C. K. Swamy, Synthesis 2014, 46, 1197–
1204.

[72] K. Shekarrao, P. P. Kaishap, S. Gogoi, R. C. Boruaha, Adv. Synth. Catal.
2015, 357, 1187–1192.

[73] Q. Shi, Y. Chen, T. Cao, S. Zhu, Org. Lett. 2022, 24, 8142–8146.
[74] Z. Wei, Y. Chen, J. Wang, T. Yang, Z. Zhao, S. Zhu, Chem.-Eur. J. 2023,

29, e202203444.
[75] M. G. Ordóñez, A. Maestro, J. M. Andrés, J. Org. Chem. 2023, 88, 6890–

6900.
[76] J. T. Gupton, N. Telang, E. J. Banner, E. J. Kluball, K. E. Hall, K. L. Finzel,

X. Jia, S. R. Bates, R. S. Welden, B. C. Giglio, J. E. Eaton, P. J. Barelli, L. T.
Firich, J. A. Stafford, M. B. Coppock, E. F. Worrall, R. P. F. Kanters, K.
Keertikar, R. Osterman, Tetrahedron 2010, 66, 9113–9122.

[77] S. Nandi, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2011, 52, 6203–6206.
[78] T. Murata, M. Murai, Y. Ikeda, K. Miki, K. Ohe, Org. Lett. 2012, 14, 2296–

2299.
[79] C. Wang, S. Zhu, G. Wang, Z. Li, X.-P. Hui, Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2016, 2016,

5653–5658.
[80] S. Su, Y. Zhang, P. Liu, D. J. Wink, D. Lee, Chem.-Eur. J. 2024, 30,

e202303428.
[81] Y. Wu, W. Yao, L. Pan, Y. Zhang, C. Ma, Org. Lett. 2010, 12, 640–643.
[82] D. Thomae, G. Kirsch, P. Seck, Synthesis 2008, 1600–1606.
[83] J. C. R. Domínguez, D. Thomae, P. Seck, G. Kirsch, Synlett 2008, 2,

0286–0288.
[84] R. Romagnoli, P. G. Baraldi, M. D. Carrion, C. L. Cara, O. C. Lopez, D.

Preti, M. Tolomeo, S. Grimaudo, A. D. Cristina, N. Zonta, J. Balzarini, A.
Brancale, T. Sarkar, E. Hamel, Bioorg. Med. Chem. 2008, 16, 5367–5376.

[85] C. Herbivo, A. Comel, G. Kirsch, M. M. M. Raposo, Tetrahedron 2009, 65,
2079–2086.

[86] C. Herbivo, A. Comel, G. Kirsch, A. M. C. Fonseca, M. Belsley, M. M. M.
Raposo, Dyes Pigm. 2010, 86, 217–226.

[87] L. Goswami, K. Neog, K. Sharma, P. Gogoi, Org. Biomol. Chem. 2017, 15,
6470–6473.

[88] L. Rong, Y. Shen, G. Xiong, Y. Gong, J. Heterocycl. Chem. 2019, 56, 670–
675.

[89] S. Brahma, J. K. Ray, J. Heterocycl. Chem. 2008, 45, 311–317.
[90] M. Fray, I. E. Dhouib, I. Hamzi, R. Doghri, N. S. Abid, D. Lesur, M.

Benazza, R. Abidi, T. B. Slimi, Synth. Commun. 2022, 52, 849–860.
[91] S. S. Wazalwar, A. R. Banpurkar, F. Perdih, J. Biomol. Struct. Dyn. 2023,

41, 9476–9491.
[92] M. Hublikar, V. Kadu, J. K. Dublad, D. Raut, S. Shirame, P. Makam, R.

Bhosale, Arch. Pharm. 2020, 353, e2000003.
[93] A. T. Mavrova, D. Wesselinova, Y. A. Tsenov, P. Denkova, Eur. J. Med.

Chem. 2009, 44, 63–69.
[94] V. Sharma, R. Kumar, A. Angeli, C. T. Supuran, P. K. Sharma, Arch.

Pharm. 2023, 356, e2200391.
[95] T. Zhu, C. Mou, B. Li, M. Smetankova, B.-A. Song, Y. R. Chi, J. Am. Chem.

Soc. 2015, 137, 5658–5661.
[96] T. M. B. Slimi, M. Ourévitch, J. Iran. Chem. Soc. 2018, 15, 629–636.
[97] A. Kundu, Synth. Commun. 2021, 51, 3473–3482.
[98] Y. Isogai, Menggenbateer, F. N. Khan, N. Asao, Tetrahedron 2009, 65,

9575–9582.
[99] H. Zhou, Y. Xing, J. Yao, J. Chen, Org. Lett. 2010, 12, 3674–3677.

[100] G. Zhao, Q. Zhang, H. Zhoua, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2013, 355, 3492–3496.
[101] S. Zhu, X. Huang, T.-Q. Zhao, T. H. MaJiang, H. Jiang, Org. Biomol.

Chem. 2015, 13, 1225–1233.
[102] R. P. Korivi, Y.-C. Wu, C.-H. Cheng, Chem.-Eur. J. 2009, 15, 10727–10731.
[103] R. Singha, S. Dhara, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2013, 54, 4841–4843.
[104] K. Shekarrao, D. Nath, P. P. Kaishap, S. Gogoi, R. C. Boruah, Steroids

2013, 78, 1126–1133.
[105] S. Dhara, R. Singha, Y. Nuree, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2014, 55, 795–

798.
[106] L. A. Hardegger, J. Habegger, T. J. Donohoe, Org. Lett. 2015, 17, 3222–

3225.
[107] J. Gogoi, P. Gogoi*, L. Goswami, R. C. Boruah, Synthesis 2015, 47, 1905–

1912.
[108] P. Saikia, G. Sharma, S. Gogoi, R. C. Boruah, RSC Adv. 2015, 5, 23210–

23212.
[109] L. Goswami, S. Gogoi, J. Gogoi, R. K. Boruah, R. C. Boruah, P. Gogoi, ACS

Comb. Sci. 2016, 18, 253–261.
[110] V. Bandi, V. Kavala, C.-H. Hsu, A. Konala, B. K. Villuri, T. Kotipalli, C.-W.

Kuo, C.-F. Yao, RSC Adv. 2017, 7, 46704–46712.
[111] M. P. B. Jones, J. Tyler, H. M. Radó, W. Czechtizky, M. Méndez, J. P. A.

Harrity, Org. Lett. 2019, 21, 6821–6824.

[112] L.-C. Lin, S. Suresh, K.-W. Lin, V. Kavala, C.-F. Yao, J. Org. Chem. 2023,
88, 10298–10305.

[113] S. Yan, Y. Tang, F. Yu, J. Lin, Helv. Chim. Acta 2011, 94, 487–490.
[114] I. Abdillahi, G. Kirsch, Synthesis 2010, 1428–1430.
[115] J. Gogoi, P. Gogoi, P. Bezbaruah, R. C. Boruah, Tetrahedron Lett. 2013,

54, 7136–7139.
[116] A. S. Komendantova, A. V. Komkov, Y. A. Volkova, I. V. Zavarzin, Eur. J.

Org. Chem. 2017, 2017, 4260–4264.
[117] G. Wang, X. Chen, G. Miao, W. Yao, C. Ma, J. Org. Chem. 2013, 78,

6223–6232.
[118] X. Zou, L. Yang, X. Liu, H. Sun, H. Lua, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2015, 357,

3040–3046.
[119] S. Some, J. K. Ray, M. G. Banwell, M. T. Jones, Tetrahedron Lett. 2007,

48, 3609–3612.
[120] a) S. Some, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2007, 48, 5013–5016; b) C. S.

Choa, H. B. Kima, W. X. Rena, N. S. Yoon, Appl. Organometal. Chem.
2010, 24, 817–820.

[121] a) P. Patra, G. K. Kar, B. Khatua, J. Heterocycl. Chem. 2014, 51, 1306–
1310; b) P. Patra, J. Heterocycl. Chem. 2017, 54, 3656–3662.

[122] H. Vuong, M. R. Stentzel, D. A. Klumpp, Tetrahedron Lett. 2020, 61,
151630.

[123] A. Kundu, B. Bhattacharyya, K. Dhara, S. Paul, I. Majumdere, R. Kundu,
New J. Chem. 2020, 44, 4898–4906.

[124] Y. Hayashi, X. Han, N. Mori, Chem.-Eur. J. 2023, 29, e202301093.
[125] A. Bera, S. A. Azad, P. Patra, N. Sepay, R. Jana, T. Das, A. Saha, S.

Samanta, J. Org. Chem. 2023, 88, 5622–5638.
[126] Z. Yang, N. Lu, Z. Wei, J. Cao, D. Liang, H. Duan, Y. Lin, J. Org. Chem.

2016, 81, 11950–11955.
[127] A. Kundu, A. Ganguly, K. Dhara, P. Patra, N. Guchhait, RSC Adv. 2015, 5,

53220–53229.
[128] J. Huang, X. Du, K. V. Hecke, E. V. V. Eycken, O. P. Pereshivko, V. A.

Peshkov, Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2017, 2017, 4379–4388.
[129] J. Li, K. Dong, X. Deng, R.-P. Li, J. Liu, X. Wang, S. Tang, Org. Lett. 2022,

24, 7742–7746.
[130] P. Karthikeyan, A. M. Rani, R. Saiganesh, K. K. Balasubramanian, S.

Kabilan, Tetrahedron 2009, 65, 811–821.
[131] A. Souibgui, A. Gaucher, J. Marrot, F. Bourdreux, F. Aloui, B. B. Hassine,

D. Prim, Tetrahedron 2014, 70, 3042–3048.
[132] K. Solmont, H. Boufroura, A. Souibgui, P. Fornarelli, A. Gaucher, F. M.

Betzer, B. B. Hassine, D. Prim, Org. Biomol. Chem. 2015, 13, 6269–6277.
[133] P. P. Kaishap, K. Shekarrao, P. Saikia, S. Gogoi, R. C. Boruah, Tetrahedron

Lett. 2014, 55, 1927–1930.
[134] K. Shekarrao, P. P. Kaishap, V. Saddanapu, A. Addlagatta, S. Gogoi, R. C.

Boruah, RSC Adv. 2014, 4, 24001–24006.
[135] R. Prakash, K. Shekarrao, P. Saikia, S. Gogoi, R. C. Boruah, RSC Adv.

2015, 5, 21099–21102.
[136] S. Dhiman, N. K. Nandwana, H. K. Saini, D. Kumar, K. Rangan, K. N.

Robertson, M. Jhad, A. Kumar, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2018, 360, 1973–1983.
[137] K. Pandey, K. Rangan, A. Kumar, J. Org. Chem. 2018, 83, 8026–8035.
[138] N. Meena, S. Dhiman, K. Rangan, A. Kumar, Org. Biomol. Chem. 2022,

20, 4215–4223.
[139] C. Zheng, W. Yao, Y. Zhang, C. Ma, Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 5028–5031.
[140] R. Samineni, J. Madapa, S. Pabbaraja, G. Mehta, Org. Lett. 2017, 19,

6152–6155.
[141] H.-H. Kong, C. Zhu, S. Deng, G. Xu, R. Zhao, C. Yao, H.-M. Xiang, C.

Zhao, X. Qi, H. Xu, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2022, 144, 21347–21355.
[142] D. Ray, S. Paul, S. Brahma, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2007, 48, 8005–

8008.
[143] S. Nandi, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2009, 50, 6993–6997.
[144] W. Zhong, L. Jiang, B. Guo, Y. Wu, L. Hong, Y. Chen, Synth. Commun.

2010, 40, 2441–2456.
[145] W. Zhong, Y. Chen, G. Wang, J. Chem. Res. 2010, 34, 44–49.
[146] S. Paul, T. Gorai, A. Koley, J. K. Ray, Tetrahedron Lett. 2011, 52, 4051–

4055.
[147] W. Yao, M. Bian, G. Wang, C. Ma, Synthesis 2011, 1998–2002.
[148] J. Hu, Y. Cheng, Y. Yang, Y. Rao, Chem. Commun. 2011, 47, 10133–

10135.
[149] D. Ray, Y. Nasima, M. K. Sajal, P. Ray, S. Urinda, A. Anoop, J. K. Ray,

Synthesis 2013, 45, 1261–1269.
[150] M. Koch, K. Perumal, O. Blacque, J. A. Garg, R. Saiganesh, S. Kabilan,

K. K. Balasubramanian, K. Venkatesan, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2014, 53,
6378–6382.

[151] J. Gogoi, P. Gogoi, R. C. Boruah, Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2014, 2014, 3483–
3490.

Wiley VCH Dienstag, 04.02.2025

2506 / 389431 [S. 46/47] 1

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2025, 28, e202401058 (45 of 46) © 2024 Wiley-VCH GmbH

Review
doi.org/10.1002/ejoc.202401058

 10990690, 2025, 6, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://chem

istry-europe.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/ejoc.202401058 by C
entral U

niversity O
f H

aryana, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [15/01/2026]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense

https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201401117
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201401117
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.2c03185
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2010.09.080
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2011.09.070
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol300718x
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol300718x
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol902961y
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2008.04.026
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2008.12.078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2008.12.078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dyepig.2010.01.006
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7OB01641G
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7OB01641G
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.3446
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.3446
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.5570450203
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2022.2053993
https://doi.org/10.1080/07391102.2022.2142667
https://doi.org/10.1080/07391102.2022.2142667
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejmech.2008.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejmech.2008.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.5b02219
https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.5b02219
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397911.2021.1980807
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2009.09.061
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2009.09.061
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol101479d
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201300573
https://doi.org/10.1039/C4OB01922A
https://doi.org/10.1039/C4OB01922A
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.200901366
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2013.06.092
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.steroids.2013.08.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.steroids.2013.08.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2013.11.088
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2013.11.088
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.5b01312
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.5b01312
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5RA00725A
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5RA00725A
https://doi.org/10.1021/acscombsci.5b00192
https://doi.org/10.1021/acscombsci.5b00192
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7RA07128K
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.3c00929
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.3c00929
https://doi.org/10.1002/hlca.201000264
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2013.10.094
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2013.10.094
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo400950j
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo400950j
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201500487
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201500487
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.03.078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.03.078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.05.111
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.1703
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.1703
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.2993
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2020.151630
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2020.151630
https://doi.org/10.1039/C9NJ06346C
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.3c00109
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.6b01781
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.6b01781
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5RA09802E
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5RA09802E
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.2c03052
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.2c03052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2008.11.049
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2014.02.067
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5OB00456J
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2014.01.153
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2014.01.153
https://doi.org/10.1039/C4RA02865A
https://doi.org/10.1039/C4RA17190J
https://doi.org/10.1039/C4RA17190J
https://doi.org/10.1002/adsc.201701519
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.8b00884
https://doi.org/10.1039/D2OB00526C
https://doi.org/10.1039/D2OB00526C
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol502365r
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.7b03030
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.7b03030
https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.2c09572
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.09.052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.09.052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2009.09.156
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397910903262187
https://doi.org/10.1080/00397910903262187
https://doi.org/10.3184/030823410X12627215361201
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2011.05.148
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2011.05.148
https://doi.org/10.1039/c1cc13908h
https://doi.org/10.1039/c1cc13908h
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.201402199
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.201402199


[152] A. Uruvakili, G. Gangadhararao, K. C. K. Swamy, Org. Biomol. Chem.
2015, 13, 10060–10071.

[153] Y. Liang, J. Lai, T. Liu, S. Tang, Org. Lett. 2016, 18, 5086–5089.
[154] S. Chaudhuri, S. Maity, M. Roy, P. Ray, J. K. Ray, Asian J. Chem. 2016, 28,

233–234.
[155] J. K. Ray, S. Paul, P. Ray, R. Singha, D. Y. Rao, S. Nandi, A. Anoop, New J.

Chem. 2017, 41, 278–284.
[156] D. P. Chauhan, S. J. Varma, M. Gudem, N. Panigrahi, K. Singh, A. Hazra,

P. Talukdar, Org. Biomol. Chem. 2017, 15, 4822–4830.
[157] J.-H. Hong, A. S. Aslam, M.-S. Ko, J. Choi, Y. Lee, D.-G. Cho, Chem.-Eur. J.

2018, 24, 10054–10058.
[158] S. Vyasamudri, D.-Y. Yang, Org. Lett. 2020, 22, 3166–3170.

[159] D. Sharma, V. Tomar, C. Sharma, M. Nemiwal, R. K. Joshi, Tetrahedron
2022, 124, 133014.

[160] R. Kumar, A. Kumar, S. Ram, A. Angeli, A. Bonardi, A. Nocentini, P.
Gratteri, C. T. Supuran, P. K. Sharma, Arch. Pharm. 2022, 355, e2100241.

Manuscript received: September 16, 2024
Revised manuscript received: December 8, 2024
Accepted manuscript online: December 9, 2024
Version of record online: December 20, 2024

Wiley VCH Dienstag, 04.02.2025

2506 / 389431 [S. 47/47] 1

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2025, 28, e202401058 (46 of 46) © 2024 Wiley-VCH GmbH

Review
doi.org/10.1002/ejoc.202401058

 10990690, 2025, 6, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://chem

istry-europe.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/ejoc.202401058 by C
entral U

niversity O
f H

aryana, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [15/01/2026]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense

https://doi.org/10.1039/C5OB01458A
https://doi.org/10.1039/C5OB01458A
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.6b02536
https://doi.org/10.14233/ajchem.2016.19465
https://doi.org/10.14233/ajchem.2016.19465
https://doi.org/10.1039/C6NJ02694J
https://doi.org/10.1039/C6NJ02694J
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7OB00499K
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201802176
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201802176
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.orglett.0c00904
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2022.133014
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tet.2022.133014

	β-halovinyl Aldehydes꞉ Multifaceted Versatile Building Blocks In Organic Synthesis
	1. Introduction
	2. Mechanism and Synthesis of β-halovinyl Aldehydes
	2.1 Mechanism for the Formation of β-bromovinyl Aldehydes
	2.2. Overview of the Heterocycles Synthesized Till Mid-2007

	3. Reactions and Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes
	3.1. Pd-catalysed Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through Reaction at Halogen Atom
	3.2. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through Nucleophilic Substitution Reaction at Halogen
	3.3. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through Reaction at Formyl Group
	3.3.1. Synthesis of Imines Derivatives
	3.3.2. Synthesis of Chalcones

	3.4. Functionalisation of β-halovinyl Aldehydes Through Reaction at Halogen as well as Formyl Group

	4. Synthesis of Heterocycles
	4.1. Synthesis of Three-membered Heterocycles
	4.1.1. Synthesis of Azetidines

	4.2. Synthesis of Five-membered Heterocycles
	4.2.1. Synthesis of Furan Derivatives
	4.2.2. Synthesis of Pyrrole Derivatives
	4.2.3. Synthesis of Pyrazole Derivatives
	4.2.4. Synthesis of Thiophene/Selenophene Derivatives
	4.2.5. Synthesis of Oxazole and Isoxazole Derivatives
	4.2.6. Synthesis of Thiazole Derivatives
	4.2.7. Synthesis of Triazole Derivatives

	4.3. Synthesis of Six-membered
	4.3.1. Synthesis of Benzene Derivatives
	4.3.2. Synthesis of Pyridine and Isoquinoline Derivatives
	4.3.3. Synthesis of Pyrimidine Derivatives
	4.3.4. Synthesis of Pyran Derivatives
	4.3.5. Synthesis of Quinoline Derivatives
	4.3.6. Synthesis of Isoquinoline Derivatives
	4.3.7. Synthesis of Indole and Isoindole Derivatives
	4.3.8. Synthesis of Acridines and Phenanthrolines

	4.4. Formation of Seven-membered Heterocycles
	4.4.1. Synthesis of Benzothiazepines


	5. Formation of Fused Heterocycles
	5.1. Synthesis of Pyrazole Fused Heterocycles
	5.2. Synthesis of Imidazole Fused Heterocycles

	6. Synthesis of Spirooxindoles
	7. Miscellaneous Reactions of β-halovinyl Aldehydes
	8. Summary and Outlook
	Acknowledgements
	Conflict of Interests
	Data Availability Statement


